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Abstract. This article examines legislative acts (yarlig, farman, nishan, inayat-nama,
buyrug) from the 16" to 19" centuries, which serve as crucial historical sources for illuminating the
history of the Shrine of Khoja Ahmad Yasawi and his descendants in Turkestan. The primary
objective of the research is to conduct a source-critical analysis of 61 legislative documents
preserved in the personal archive of A.L. Kun within the Archives of Orientalists at the Institute of
Oriental Manuscripts in St. Petersburg, as well as to determine their precise attribution.

The study employs internal textual criteria for document identification: the names, ranks,
and titles of rulers, textual language and style, historical terminology, and explicit dates. The
findings reveal that the earliest decree in the collection was issued by the Bukhara ruler Abu Sa’id
(1530-1531), Khan of the Abulkhairid dynasty, while the latest dates back to the Khokand ruler
Sultan Sa’id Khan (1863). Dynastic analysis indicates that 8 documents belong to the Abulkhairids,
5 to the Janids (Ashtarkhanids), 9 to Kazakh sultans, 6 to the rulers of Bukhara Emirate, 1 to the
Tashkent Bekdom, 28 to the Khanate of Khokand, and 2 to Russian Imperial administrators, with 2
remaining unassigned. Furthermore, complex attribution issues were successfully resolved, such as
identifying the 1576 decree of Abulkhair Sultan and the 1685-1686 document of Yesim Khan b.
Semeke Khan.

The study concludes that these legislative acts were not merely administrative orders, but the
product of a mutually beneficial dialogue between political authorities and sacred lineages. Rulers
granted tax exemptions, land rights, and social privileges to the descendants of Khoja Ahmad
Yasawi in exchange for political and spiritual support. These results contribute significantly to a
deeper understanding of the history, socio-economic and demographic conditions, historical
geography, and administrative system of the city of Turkestan based on new primary sources.

Keywords: Shrine of Khoja Ahmad Yasawi; Turkestan; A.L. Kun collection; legislative
acts; yarlik; attribution.
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A. JI. KyH :KMHAFBIHIAFBI KOKAa aXMeT fICAyH KeCeHeCiHiH 3aHHAMAJIBIK aKTiJIepiH
aTpuOynusiiiay Macesaesepi

Anparna. Ocel Makanmana Koka Axmer Slcaym keceHeci MeH OHBIH TypKicTaHIarbl
ypriakTapblHbIH (AJaBH KOXKaJapblHBIH) TapUXbIH AIIbI KOPCETY/AE MaHBI3/bl JEPEKKo3 OOJIbII
taObtaTeiH XVI-XIX facelpriapra >kaTaTblH 3aHHAMaJbIK KyKaTTap (GKapiblK, (epmaH, HUIIaH
XKoHe MHabaTHamaisap) 3epTTenreH. 3epTreyaid Herisri Makcatel — Caskrt-IletepOyprreri LbiFbic
KoJpKazOanapbl MHCTUTYTHIHBIH LlIbIFbicTanymibuiap apxuBinge cakraiarad A.Jl. KyHHbBIH keke
KOpbIH/AaFbl 61 3aHHAMAaBIK aKTIre TApUXU JIEPEKTAHYIBIK KOHE JUMIOMATHKAIBIK Tajlay skacay,
COHJIaii-aK oJlap/IbIH aTpUOYyIUACHIH (OEpUIreH YaKbIThl MEH aBTOPBIH) aHbIKTay OO0JIBIN TaObLIabI.

3epTrey OapbIChIHAA aTalfaH KyXKaTTaplbel colikecTeHAlpynae OuseymiaepAin ecimiaepi,
Jaya3pIMIapbl MEH TUTYJIJAapbl, MOTIH TUIl MEH CTWJI, KOJJAHBUIFAaH TapuXu TEPMUHJIEP MEH
naranap Heri3ri (aktop petiHae eckepinai. M3aeHicTep HOTHKECIH/IE JKUHAKTAFBI €H €CKi KapIIbIK
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Byxapa xaHb1, O0UTKalbIp oyneriHeH mbiKkaH O0y Carun xanra (1530—1531 xxk.), an €H COHFBICHI
Kokan xanbl Cynran Carup xanra (1863 ik.) Tecini exeHi aHBIKTanIbl. KyKaTTapaslH QyneTTiK
KaTBICTBUIBIFBI TANJaHFaHAa: 8-1 OOUIKaibIpaap, 5-1 Amrapxanuiep, 9-bl Ka3ak CylITaHAapbl, 6-Chl
Byxapa owmipiiri, 1-eyi Tamkent Oekriri, 28-1 Kokan xaHapIiFbel sxoHE 2-eyi Pecelt mmmepusice
OKIMIILTIri aTeiHaH Oepinreni Oenrimi Gonabl. Tarbl eki Ky)KaTThIH Weci ami Ae Oenrici3 OobIn
oteIp. 3eprreyne 1576 xpurFbl OOUTKalbIp cyintaH MeH 1685-1686 xpuimapnmarel Ecim xaH ©.
Cemexke xaH JKapJIbIKTapbl MBICATIBIHAA KYpJeIli aTpUOyIHs MoceeNepi COTT1 MenI .

KopbITbIHABI KOpceTkeHaAeH, Oyl 3aHHaMaJbIK aKTUIep Kai FaHa OKIMIIUTIK KYKaT eMec,
OpTaJBIK OWIIIK TICH KHUEeJi dyyerTep (Cakpaiabl oTOackuIap) apacklHIAFbl ©3apa THIMJI JHAIOTTHIH
HOTIKeC 0ombIn TalObuIaapl. buneymniinep cascu jkoHe pyXaHH Kojjay aily opHbIHa Axmer fcaym
ypIiaKTapblHa CAJIBIKTHIK, JKEP-Cy JKOHE QNIEYMETTIK >KEHUIIIKTep YChIHFaH. AJIBIHFaH HOTHKENEp
KaHa JepeKKe3qep HeriziHae TypKiCTaH KaJaChIHBIH TApUXBIH, dJIEYMETTIK-DKOHOMUKAIIBIK KOHE
neMorpausUIbIK JKaFdaiiblH, TapuxXu Teorpadusickl MeH OacKapy KYHeCiH TepeHIPeK 3epTreyre
KBI3MET €TEIl.

Kint ce3nep: Koxa Axmer fcaym keceneci; Typkictan; A.JI. KyH >kuHarbl; 3aHHAMAJIBIK
KyKaTTap; )KapJiblK; aTpUOYIUSHBI aHBIKTAY.
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IIpo6saeMbl aTPUOYLMHU 32aKOHOJATENBHBIX AKTOB Ma3apa Xo/Ka axMajia iiaCcaBu U3
kosuieknum a. JI. Kyna

AHHoTamudA. B maHHO#N cratbe uccnenyrorcs 3akoHomaTenbHble akThl XVI-XIX Bekos
(sspyib1km, apmaHbl, HUIIAHBI U WHAWAT-HAME), SBISIOMIMECS BaXHEUITUMHU HCTOYHUKAMH IS
OCBEIIICHHS HCTOPHH Masapa Xomka Axmana Maccasu u ero motoMkoB B Typkecrane. OCHOBHAs
e  WCCICNOBAaHUS 3aKIIOYaeTCss B  MPOBEIECHWHM HMCTOYHHMKOBEIUECKOro aHamm3a 61
3aKOHO/IaTEeJILHOTO aKTa, XpaHsmmxcs B auyHoM apxuBe A.JI. Kyna B ApxuBe BOCTOKOBEIOB
HNHuctutyTa BocTouHbIX pykonuceit B CankT-IleTepOypre, a Takke B ONpEACICHUN UX aTPUOYIIHH.

B xone uccnenoBanus npu uACHTUGUKAIIMN YKa3aHHBIX TJOKYMEHTOB B KQ4€CTBE OCHOBHBIX
(akTOpOB YYUTHIBAINCh HMMEHA, 3BaHUS M TUTYJbl TpPAaBUTENICH, S3BIK M CTUIb TEKCTa,
WCIIOJIb30BaHHAs MCTOpPUYECKas TEPMHUHOJIOTHSA, a TakkKe JaTbl. B pesynbrare H3bICKaHUMA
YCTaHOBJICHO, YTO CaMbIil paHHUH SPJIBIK B KOJUICKIIMK OBLT BBIIaH OyXapCKUM XaHOM U3 JIMHACTHH
AbynxaiipunoB A0y Caua-xanom (1530-1531), a cambrii no3auuiit — xanom Kokanpma Cynran
Caupg-xanom (1863 r.). AHanu3 OUHACTUHWHON MPHUHAUICKHOCTH JOKYMEHTOB IMOKaszal: 8 U3 HUX
npuHaiexkat AOynxaiipunam, 5 — Amrtapxanuaam, 9 — KazaxckuM cynranaMm, 6 — byxapckomy
smupary, 1 — Tamkentckomy OekcTBy, 28 — KokaHackoMy XaHCTBY U 2 — aJMHUHUCTPALMH
Poccuiickoit umnepuu. Brianenbipl emie ABYX JOKYMEHTOB IOKa OCTAlOTCS HEW3BECTHBHIMHU. B
WCCJIEIOBAaHUH YCIEIIHO PEIICHBI CI0KHBIE BOMPOCH! aTpHOYyLIUK HA PUMEpE SIPIBIKOB AOymxanp-
cynrana 1576 rona u Ecum-xana 6. Cemeke-xana 1685—-1686 roos.

Cnenan BBIBOJA O TOM, 4YTO OTH 3aKOHOJATEIbHBIE AaKThl SBISJIUCH HE MPOCTO
aAMUHUCTPATUBHBIMU JIOKYMEHTaMH, a pe3yJbTaTOM B3aMMOBBITOJHOTO JHAJOra MEXIY
LIEHTPAJIbHOM BIACTBIO M CaKpaJbHBIMU poaamu. IIpaBuTenu mpemocTaBisiii MOTOMKaM XoOJkKa
Axmana MaccaBu HalOTOBBIC, 3eMEIbHBIC M COLHATBHBIC MPUBWIETHH B OOMEH Ha MOJyueHUE
MOJIUTUYECKOM W JyXOBHOM MOANEpKKHU. Pe3ynbTaTel HccienoBaHUsl ciyxaT Ooyiee TITyOOKOMY
W3YYECHUIO HCTOPHH, COIMATBHO-?KOHOMUYECKOTO U IEMOTPaPHUECKOT0 COCTOSHUSA, HCTOPUIECKON
reorpaduu ¥ CUCTEMBI yIpaBiieHus: Topoja TypkecTaH Ha OCHOBE HOBBIX HCTOYHHUKOB.

KmoueBble coBa: Masap Xomka Axmana Maccasu, Typkecran; xomrekuus A.JI. Kyna;
3aKOHOJATEIbHBIC aKThI; HapIBIK; aTPHOYIIHS.
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A. L. Kun koleksiyonundaki hoca ahmed yesevi tirbesi hukuki belgelerinin aidiyet tespiti
sorunlari

Ozet. Bu makalede, Hoca Ahmed Yesevi Tirbesi ve onun Tirkistan'daki soyundan
gelenlerin tarihini aydinlatmada 6nemli bir kaynak niteligi tastyan XVI-XIX. yiizyillara ait hukuki
belgeler (yarlik, ferman, nisan ve inayetnameler) incelenmistir. Arastirmanin temel amaci, St.
Petersburg’daki Dogu Yazmalar1 Enstitiisii Dogu Bilimciler Arsivi’nde yer alan A.L. Kun kisisel
arsivinde muhafaza edilen 61 hukuki belgenin tarihsel kaynak incelemesini ve diplomatik analizini
gerceklestirmek, ayrica bu belgelerin aidiyetini (verilis tarihi ve miiellifini) tespit etmektir.

Arastirma siirecinde s6z konusu belgelerin kimlik tespitinde hiikiimdarlarin isimleri, unvan
ve lakaplari, metin dili ve lislubu, kullanilan tarihsel terimler ile tarihler temel 6l¢iit olarak dikkate
almmustir. Incelemeler sonucunda koleksiyondaki en eski yarligm Buhara Hani Abiilhayrli Ebu
Sa’id Han (1530-1531) tarafindan, en sonuncusunun ise Hokand Hani Sultan Sa’id Han (1863)
tarafindan verildigi tespit edilmistir. Belgelerin hanedan aidiyetleri analiz edildiginde: 8’inin
Abiilhayrlilar, 5’inin Astarhaniler, 9’unun Kazak sultanlari, 6’smin Buhara Emirligi, 1’inin Taskent
Beyligi, 28’inin Hokand Hanligi ve 2’sinin Rus Imparatorlugu makamlar1 adma verildigi
anlasilmistir. Iki belgenin aidiyeti ise heniiz belirsizligini korumaktadir. Arastirmada 1576 tarihli
Abllhayr Sultan ve 1685-1686 tarihli Yesim Han b. Semeke Han yarliklar1 6rneginde karmasik
aidiyet meseleleri basariyla ¢6ziime kavusturulmustur.

Sonug olarak, bu hukuki belgelerin siradan birer idari belge olmayip, merkezi iktidar ile
kutsal hanedanlar (sakral aileler) arasinda karsilikli faydaya dayali bir diyalogun iirtinii oldugu
ortaya konmustur. Hiikiimdarlar, siyasi ve manevi destek alma karsiliginda Ahmed Yesevi nesline
vergi, toprak-su ve sosyal imtiyazlar bahsetmislerdir. Elde edilen bulgular, yeni kaynaklar 1s1gimda
Tirkistan sehrinin tarihi, sosyoekonomik ve demografik durumu, tarihsel cografyasi ve yonetim
sisteminin daha derinlemesine incelenmesine hizmet etmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hoca Ahmed Yesevi Turbesi; Turkistan; A. L. Kun koleksiyonu;
hiikiimdar yarlik ve fermanlari; yarlik; aidiyet tespiti.

Introduction

Khoja Ahmad Yasawi's place in the shared spiritual heritage of Central Asia and the Turkic
world has been studied extensively. Substantial scholarship has focused in particular on his hikmats
and the history of the Yasawiyya. Yet important historical documents illuminating the role of his
shrine in the history of the region, especially the city of Turkestan, have received less attention. A
considerable portion of these materials consists of acts issued to the Turkestan shrine by the rulers
of states that governed the region and by their local deputies. The surviving documents are not the
originals but copies made in 1872. Local officials in Turkestan at the time certified the copies as
faithful to the originals. However, documents that had deteriorated and become difficult to read
could not always be reproduced accurately. Consequently, the names of some issuing rulers and the
inscriptions on their seals were not copied in full. This presents a problem of attribution when the
documents are used in historical research. The present article addresses that problem.

By legislative acts, this study means documents issued by a supreme ruler or a local deputy
with the force to establish binding rules or privileges. They are commonly designated yarlik, nishan,
farman, hukm, and inayatnama [1]. Such documents, issued between the sixteenth and nineteenth
centuries, were not merely ad hoc responses by rulers. They also record a centuries-long, reciprocal
dialogue between their recipients, the sacred lineages, and political authority. Both sides
participated actively and obtained benefits. Representatives of a sacred lineage could serve as

122


mailto:usultonov@mail.ru

Turkic historical studies. Ne 3 (10) 2026 urinme — TaMbI3 — KbIDKYHEK

religious leaders and influential social figures in the area containing an ancestor's shrine. Rulers, in
turn, had an interest in granting them charters in exchange for political and spiritual support. As
official legal instruments of their time, the acts gave their holders considerable political and
economic leverage: rights to use land and water, exemptions from taxes and obligations, and an
elevated social standing. Many shrines in the region received documents of various kinds. The
following sacred lineages, however, stand out for receiving a continuing series of acts from local
dynastic rulers during the sixteenth through nineteenth centuries:

= the descendants of Ahmad Yasawi, the Alawi khojas of the city of Turkestan;

= the descendants of Shaykh Zayniddin Baba, the Siddigi khojas of Tashkent;

= the descendants of Babakhan Ata, the Alawi khojas of the Tashkent region;

= the descendants of Sultan Sayyid, the Husayni (Karaskan) sayyids of the village of
Karaskan in the Fergana Valley [2].

Materials and Research Methods

Two collections of legislative documents issued to the shrine of Ahmad Yasawi are
currently known. The first is held in St Petersburg in the personal archive of Alexander
Ludwigovich Kun (1840-1888), Fund 33 of the Archives of Orientalists at the Institute of Oriental
Manuscripts [3]. It was assembled on Kun's initiative in 1872 by making copies of original
documents then held by the khojas of Turkestan. The copies were authenticated with the seals of
local officials.

The second collection was discovered in Turkestan in 1974. It contains more than 1,000
documents of various kinds and, according to the cited accounts, remains in the possession of V. K.
Shukhovtsov in Alma-Ata [4, 5]. Unfortunately, the documents in this collection have not yet been
published either as a catalogue or in facsimile. We have therefore been unable to examine them
closely. It is known, however, that this collection includes thirty legislative documents relating to
the shrine of Khoja Ahmad Yasawi. We hope that a detailed investigation of its contents will
become possible in the future.

The group of materials relating to the shrine of Khoja Ahmad Yasawi in the A. L. Kun
Collection comprises 97 folios of various historical documents. The originals belonged to three
descendants of Ahmad Yasawi: Rahmatullah Khoja, the naqib and son of Aliakbar Khoja; Sharif
Khoja Azizlar, son of Behbud Khoja Azizlar; and Nasrullah Khoja, the shaykh al-Islam and son of
Ishaq Khoja. The record states that 21 charters were copied from Nasrullah Khoja's documents, 18
from those of Rahmatullah Khoja, and 13 from those of Sharif Khoja Azizlar, making 52 charters in
all. They were written in Turkic and Persian. Their subject matter includes the appointment of
khojas in Turkestan as mutawalli, shaykh, or nagib of the shrine and the exemption of its
landholdings from various taxes and obligations.

Some documents were already old and badly damaged when they were copied in 1872,
making them difficult to read. As a result, sentences, personal names, seal inscriptions, and dates
were sometimes copied incorrectly. For this reason, it is not always clear who issued each of the 61
legislative documents identified in the collection, to whom it was issued, or when. Their attribution
therefore requires closer investigation. The following criteria were used:

= the name of the issuer;

= the issuer’s rank and titles;

= the language and textual style of the document;
= the historical terms employed;

= the date of the document.

Results

Application of these criteria identified 61 legislative documents, including complete and
partial copies written in Turkic and Persian, among the materials relating to the shrine of Khoja
Ahmad Yasawi in A. L. Kun's personal archive. The earliest charter in the group was issued in
Jumada I 937 AH (December 1530-January 1531) in the name of Abu Sa'id Khan, a representative
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of the Shaybanid (Abulkhairid) dynasty who ruled in Samarkand; the source gives his regnal years
as 1531-1533 [6]. The latest charters by date—two documents—were issued in Rabi' | 1280 AH
(August—September 1863) in the name of the Kokand khan Sultan Sa'id Khan, whose regnal years
are given as 1863-1865 [7]. The presentation of documents with a legislative character nevertheless
continued after the Russian Empire conquered Turkestan. Our investigation has allowed us to
identify some rulers and princes who issued other charters. Consider, for instance, a charter dated 5
Safar 984 AH (4 May 1576), whose intitulatio names “Muzaffar al-Din Sultan Abulkhair Bahadur
Khan.” Many princes named Abulkhair lived between the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries.
Examination of the document's date indicates that the issuer was Abulkhair Sultan ibn Javanmard
Ali Khan ibn Abu Sa'id Khan ibn Kuchkunji Khan (1530-1578), a member of the Samarkand
branch of the dynasty, the house of Kuchkunji Khan.

Some charters issued in the periods of the Bukhara Emirate and the Kokand Khanate can be
assigned to their issuers without great difficulty. The attribution of documents issued by
Abulkhairid princes, particularly those governing peripheral areas, and by Kazakh khans and sultans
can be more challenging. Establishing the period and issuer of charters belonging to such princes
and provincial governors requires separate study. For example, the intitulatio of a Turkic-language
document dated to the year of the hare, 1197, rendered in the source as 1685-1686, was not copied.
The document may already have been torn or too difficult to read when the copy was made. Two
seal inscriptions beneath it, one round and one almond-shaped, read “Ishim Bahadur Khan ibn Shah
Muhammad.” This suggests that the document was issued by a Kazakh sultan. Yet several khans
and sultans of the Kazakh Khanate bore the name Ishim Khan, or Esim Khan in Kazakh. Notable
examples include Esim ibn Shighay (ruled 1598-1628; died in 1628 or 1645), Esim ibn Semeke
Khan (khan of the Middle Zhuz in 1756-1798), and Esim ibn Nuraly (1739-1797; ruled 1796—
1797). The source identifies “Shah Muhammad” as the full Islamic form of the name Semeke Khan,
which was common in spoken Kazakh. On this basis it attributes the document to Esim Khan ibn
Semeke Khan and states that its date corresponds to his period of political activity.

Conclusion

To date, 61 legislative acts in the Kun Collection have been examined. Eight originated in
the chancelleries of Shaybanid rulers, five with the Ashtarkhanids, nine with Kazakh sultans, six
with the Bukhara Emirate, one with the independent Tashkent beklik, and twenty-eight with rulers
or local deputies of the Kokand Khanate. The origin of the issuers of another two documents cannot
yet be established. Two further documents were issued in the names of Russian imperial officials
installed in Turkestan, General A. G. Chernyaev and the governor of Turkestan. The attribution of
the acts relating to the shrine of Ahmad Yasawi in the Kun Collection illuminates a two-way
relationship between the shrine administration and political authority during the sixteenth through
nineteenth centuries. The relationship was initiated not by one side alone, but by the needs of both
parties to exercise, consolidate, and legitimize authority. A future comparative examination of the
legislative documents in the Alma-Ata and Kun collections could bring further evidence to bear on
this question. It would clarify the history of the Alawi khojas in Turkestan, the shrine's finances, the
city's administration and the participation of Yasawi's descendants in it, Turkestan's economy and
agriculture, local toponymy and historical geography, and the city's demographic history. It is also
desirable to identify and study the full range of historical documents concerning the shrine,
including charters, in institutional and private collections.
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