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Abstract

This article examines legislative acts (yarlig, farman, nishan, inayat-nama, buyruq) from the
16" to 19™ centuries, which serve as crucial historical sources for illuminating the history of the
Shrine of Khoja Ahmad Yasawi and his descendants in Turkestan. The primary objective of the
research is to conduct a source-critical analysis of 61 legislative documents preserved in the
personal archive of A.L. Kun within the Archives of Orientalists at the Institute of Oriental
Manuscripts in St. Petersburg, as well as to determine their precise attribution.

The study employs internal textual criteria for document identification: the names, ranks,
and titles of rulers, textual language and style, historical terminology, and explicit dates. The
findings reveal that the earliest decree in the collection was issued by the Bukhara ruler Abu Sa’id
(1530-1531), Khan of the Abulkhairid dynasty, while the latest dates back to the Khokand ruler
Sultan Sa’id Khan (1863). Dynastic analysis indicates that 8 documents belong to the Abulkhairids,
5 to the Janids (Ashtarkhanids), 9 to Kazakh sultans, 6 to the rulers of Bukhara Emirate, 1 to the
Tashkent Bekdom, 28 to the Khanate of Khokand, and 2 to Russian Imperial administrators, with 2
remaining unassigned. Furthermore, complex attribution issues were successfully resolved, such as
identifying the 1576 decree of Abulkhair Sultan and the 1685-1686 document of Yesim Khan b.
Semeke Khan.

The study concludes that these legislative acts were not merely administrative orders, but the
product of a mutually beneficial dialogue between political authorities and sacred lineages. Rulers
granted tax exemptions, land rights, and social privileges to the descendants of Khoja Ahmad
Yasawi in exchange for political and spiritual support. These results contribute significantly to a
deeper understanding of the history, socio-economic and demographic conditions, historical
geography, and administrative system of the city of Turkestan based on new primary sources.

Keywords: Shrine of Khoja Ahmad Yasawi; Turkestan; A.L. Kun collection; legislative
acts; yarlik; attribution.
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A. JI. KYH ’KHHATBIHJIAT'BI KOKA AXMET SACAYU KECEHECIHIH
3AHHAMAUJIBIK AKTUIEPIH ATPUBYIUAJIAY MOCEJIEJIEPI

AHHOTANUA

Ocwl mMakanaga Koxa Axmer Scaym keceHeci MEH OHBIH TypKiCTaHAAFbl YPIaKTapbIHBIH
(AnaBu KOXKaTapbhIHBIH) TAPUXBIH AIlIbIT KOPCETYJe MaHBI3AbI AepeKke3 00ibIn TabbutaThiH XVI—
XIX racelpmapra KaTaThlH 3aHHAMANBIK KyXaTrtap (kapiblk, (epmaH, HHUIIAH JKOHE
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nHabaTHaMamnap) 3eprrenreH. 3epTreydiH Heridri makcatel — Caskt-IlerepOyprreri IIbiFbic
KoJpkazOanapbl MHCTUTYTHIHBIH LlbiFpicTanymbuiap apxuBinge cakraiarad A.Jl. KyHHBIH keke
KOpbIHAaFbl 61 3aHHAMAJBIK aKTire TapUXH JEPEKTaHYJBIK KOHE AUIUIOMATHKAIBIK Taljgay jkacay,
COHJIaii-aK oJap/bIH aTpuOyUsCHIH (OEpUIreH yaKbIThl MEH aBTOPBIH) aHBIKTAy OOJIBIT TaObLIA b

3eprrey OapbIChIHAA aTalFaH KyXKaTTapAsl ColKecTeHAiIpyae Oweyminepain ecimaepi,
Jaya3pIMIapbl MEH TUTYJIIApbl, MOTIH TUII MEH CTWJI, KOJJIAHBUIFAH TapUXd TEPMUHIEP MEH
naranap Heri3ri (hakrop petiHme eckepinmi. M3meHicTep HOTMIKECIHIE )KUHAKTAFBI €H €CKI JKapJIbIK
Byxapa xaHb1, O0UTKalbIp oyneriHeH mbikkaH O0y Carup xanra (1530—1531 xxk.), an €H COHFBICHI
Kokan xaner Cynran Carupn xanra (1863 »x.) Thecim exkeHi aHbIKTangpl. KykarTapaplH 9yiaeTTiK
KaTBICTBUIBIFBI TANJaHFaHAa: 8-1 OOUIKaibIpaap, 5-1 Amrapxanuiep, 9-bl Ka3ak CylITaHAapbl, 6-Chl
byxapa omipimiri, 1-eyi Tamkent Oextiri, 28-1 Kokan XaHawIFbl xoHE 2-eyl Pecelt mmrmepusichbl
OKIMIIUIIr1 aThlHaH OepuireHi Oenriti Oosjbl. Tarbl ekl Ky)KaTThIH Hecl a1 e Oenrici3 0oJibln
oThIp. 3epTTeyae 1576 xplnFbl OOUIKaiblp cyiiTaH MeH 1685-1686 xpinmapnarsl Ecim xan 0.
CeMeke xaH KapJIbIKTapbl MbICAJIbIHAA KYPAEIl aTpUOyIUs Macelienepl COTT1 eIl

KopbITeIHIBI KOpceTKeHAeH, Oyl 3aHHAMaNbIK aKTUIep >Kail FaHa OKIMIIUIIK KYyXaT eMec,
OpPTAJIBIK OWJIIK TIEH KHeJi ayJeTTep (cakpaiabl oTOackuIap) apachiHIAarbl ©3apa THIM/II JUATOTTHIH
HOTHKecl 0ol TabblaAbl. buneyininep casicu )koHE pyxXaHM KoJijay any opHbIHa Axmer flcaymn
ypIiakTapblHa CAIIBIKTHIK, JKEP-CY JKOHE ONEYMETTIK KEHULMIKTED YChIHFaH. AJIBIHFaH HOTHXKeEIep
KaHa JEepeKKe3aep HeriziHae TypKiCTaH KaJaChIHBIH TAPUXBIH, OJIEYMETTIK-DKOHOMHUKAIIBIK KOHE
neMoTpausUTBIK JKaFdaiibIH, TapuXu Teorpaduschl MeH OacKapy JKYHeCiH TepeHIpeK 3epTTeyre
KBI3MET ETE/I.

Tyiiin ce3aep: Koxxa Axmer flcayn xeceneci; Typkicran; A.JI. KyH >kuHarbl; 3aHHaAMaJIbIK
Ky)KaTTap; KapJiblK; aTpUOYyLUSHBI aHBIKTAY.
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ITPOBJIEMbI ATPUBYILIUU 3AKOHOJATEJ/IbHBIX AKTOB MA3APA XOJKA
AXMAJA UACCABHU 13 KOJUVIEKIIMHA A. JI. KYHA

AHHOTANUA

B nmannoit cratbe wuccnemyroTcsi 3akoHomatenbHble akThl XVI-XIX BekoB (SpIibIKH,
(dapmaHbl, HUIIAHBI U WHAWaT-HAME), SBISIOUIMECS BAXKHEUIIUMH HCTOYHMKAMH JJISi OCBEIECHUS
ucropun Maszapa Xomka Axmana Haccau u ero motomkoB B TypkectaHe. OCHOBHas Iieib
HCCIEA0BaHUs 3aKI0YAETCS B MPOBEIECHUNM UCTOYHUKOBEIUECKOTO aHanu3a 61 3aKOHOJATEeNbHOTO
akTa, xpassmuxcs B quuHoM apxuBe A.Jl. Kyna B ApxuBe BocTOKOBeAOB MHCTUTYTa BOCTOUHBIX
pykomnuceit B Cankt-IlerepOypre, a Takxke B ONpeIeICHUH UX aTPUOYIIHH.

B xoze uccnenoBanus npu uaeHTUGUKANN YKa3aHHBIX JOKYMEHTOB B Ka4e€CTBE OCHOBHBIX
(aKTOpPOB YYHMTHIBAJINCh WMEHA, 3BaHHUA M THUTYJIBl TpABUTENEW, SI3bIK U CTUJIh TEKCTa,
WCIIOJIb30BAHHAST MCTOpUYECKas TEPMUHOJIOTHSA, a Takke JaTbl. B pe3ynbrare H3bICKaHUM
YCTaHOBJICHO, YTO CaMblii paHHUHN SPIIBIK B KOJUIEKIIMH ObUT BBIJAH OYXapCKUM XaHOM U3 TUHACTHH
AbynxaiipunoB A0y Cauma-xanom (1530-1531), a cambrii mo3auuii — xanom Kokanma Cynran
Caupg-xanom (1863 r.). AHanu3 OUHACTUHHON MPHUHAUIEKHOCTH JOKYMEHTOB IMOKazal: 8 M3 HUX
npuHaiexkat AOynxaifpunam, 5 — AmrtapxaHuaam, 9 — KazaxckuM cyntaHaMm, 6 — byxapckomy
smupary, | — Tamxkentckomy OekctBy, 28 — KokaHackoMy XaHCTBY M 2 — aJMUHHUCTpalUU
Poccuiickoit umnepun. Bnagenbupl emie IByX JOKYMEHTOB IMOKa OCTalOTCS HEW3BECTHhIMHU. B
WCCIIEIOBAaHUH YCIEIIHO PEIICHBI CIOKHBIE BOTIPOCH! aTpHOYyIIUK HA MpUMEpE SIPIBIKOB AQymxanp-
cynrana 1576 roga u Ecum-xana 6. Cemeke-xana 1685—1686 romos.
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Cnenan BBIBOJ O TOM, YTO OJTH 3aKOHOJATENIbHBIE aKThl SBISUINCH HE IIPOCTO
aIMUHHUCTPaTUBHBIMU JIOKyMEHTaMHM, a pe3yJbTaTOM B3aUMOBBITOJHOIO Juajora Mexay
LIEHTPAJIbHOM BIACTBIO U CaKpalbHbIMU poaamu. lIpaBurenu npenocrasisumm notoMkam XoJpka
Axmana MaccaBu HaloroBble, 3eMeIbHBIC M COLHMAIbHBIC NPUBUICIHH B OOMEH Ha IIOIyYeHHE
MOJINTUYECKON M JyXOBHOM MOAJEpKKU. Pe3ynbTarhl HcciaenoBaHUs ciyxaT 0oJiee IITyOOKOMY
W3YYEHHIO HCTOPUH, COITHATbHO-IKOHOMHYECKOTO U AEMOTPaQUIECKOT0 COCTOSHHUS, HCTOPHUECKON
reorpaduu ¥ CHCTEMBI YIpaBJieHHs ropoaa TypkecTaH Ha OCHOBE HOBBIX HCTOYHHUKOB.

KmoueBble cioBa: Mazap Xomka Axmana Maccasu; Typkecran; xomrexims A.JI. Kyma;
3aKOHOJATEIbHBIE aKThl; HapibIK; aTpuOyLHsL.
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A. L. KUN KOLEKSIYONUNDAKI HOCA AHMED YESEVI TURBESI HUKUKI
BELGELERININ AIDIYET TESPITI SORUNLARI

Ozet

Bu makalede, Hoca Ahmed Yesevi Turbesi ve onun Turkistan'daki soyundan gelenlerin
tarihini aydinlatmada onemli bir kaynak niteligi tasiyan XVI-XIX. yiizyillara ait hukuki belgeler
(yarlik, ferman, nisan ve inayetnameler) incelenmistir. Arastrmanin temel amaci, St.
Petersburg’daki Dogu Yazmalar1 Enstitiisii Dogu Bilimciler Arsivi’'nde yer alan A.L. Kun kisisel
arsivinde muhafaza edilen 61 hukuki belgenin tarihsel kaynak incelemesini ve diplomatik analizini
gergeklestirmek, ayrica bu belgelerin aidiyetini (verilig tarihi ve miiellifini) tespit etmektir.

Aragtirma siirecinde s6z konusu belgelerin kimlik tespitinde hiikiimdarlarmn isimleri, unvan
ve lakaplari, metin dili ve lislubu, kullanilan tarihsel terimler ile tarihler temel 6l¢iit olarak dikkate
almmustir. Incelemeler sonucunda koleksiyondaki en eski yarligmm Buhara Hani Abiilhayrli Ebu
Sa’id Han (1530-1531) tarafindan, en sonuncusunun ise Hokand Hani Sultan Sa’id Han (1863)
tarafindan verildigi tespit edilmistir. Belgelerin hanedan aidiyetleri analiz edildiginde: 8’inin
Abiilhayrlilar, 5’inin Astarhaniler, 9’unun Kazak sultanlari, 6’smin Buhara Emirligi, 1’inin Taskent
Beyligi, 28’inin Hokand Hanligi ve 2’sinin Rus Imparatorlugu makamlar1 adma verildigi
anlasilmistir. Iki belgenin aidiyeti ise heniiz belirsizligini korumaktadir. Arastirmada 1576 tarihli
Abilhayr Sultan ve 1685-1686 tarihli Yesim Han b. Semeke Han yarliklar1 6rneginde karmasik
aidiyet meseleleri basariyla ¢oziime kavusturulmustur.

Sonug olarak, bu hukuki belgelerin siradan birer idari belge olmayip, merkezi iktidar ile
kutsal hanedanlar (sakral aileler) arasinda karsilikli faydaya dayali bir diyalogun iiriinii oldugu
ortaya konmustur. Hiikiimdarlar, siyasi ve manevi destek alma karsiliginda Ahmed Yesevi nesline
vergi, toprak-su ve sosyal imtiyazlar bahsetmislerdir. Elde edilen bulgular, yeni kaynaklar 1s1gmda
Tiirkistan sehrinin tarihi, sosyoekonomik ve demografik durumu, tarihsel cografyasi ve yonetim
sisteminin daha derinlemesine incelenmesine hizmet etmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hoca Ahmed Yesevi Turbesi; Turkistan; A. L. Kun koleksiyonu;
hiikiimdar yarlik ve fermanlari; yarlik; aidiyet tespiti.

Introduction

Khoja Ahmad Yasawi's place in the shared spiritual heritage of Central Asia and the Turkic
world has been studied extensively. Substantial scholarship has focused in particular on his hikmats
and the history of the Yasawiyya. Yet important historical documents illuminating the role of his
shrine in the history of the region, especially the city of Turkestan, have received less attention. A
considerable portion of these materials consists of acts issued to the Turkestan shrine by the rulers
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of states that governed the region and by their local deputies. The surviving documents are not the
originals but copies made in 1872. Local officials in Turkestan at the time certified the copies as
faithful to the originals. However, documents that had deteriorated and become difficult to read
could not always be reproduced accurately. Consequently, the names of some issuing rulers and the
inscriptions on their seals were not copied in full. This presents a problem of attribution when the
documents are used in historical research. The present article addresses that problem.

By legislative acts, this study means documents issued by a supreme ruler or a local deputy
with the force to establish binding rules or privileges. They are commonly designated yarlik, nishan,
farman, hukm, and inayatnama [1]. Such documents, issued between the sixteenth and nineteenth
centuries, were not merely ad hoc responses by rulers. They also record a centuries-long, reciprocal
dialogue between their recipients, the sacred lineages, and political authority. Both sides
participated actively and obtained benefits. Representatives of a sacred lineage could serve as
religious leaders and influential social figures in the area containing an ancestor's shrine. Rulers, in
turn, had an interest in granting them charters in exchange for political and spiritual support. As
official legal instruments of their time, the acts gave their holders considerable political and
economic leverage: rights to use land and water, exemptions from taxes and obligations, and an
elevated social standing. Many shrines in the region received documents of various kinds. The
following sacred lineages, however, stand out for receiving a continuing series of acts from local
dynastic rulers during the sixteenth through nineteenth centuries:

= the descendants of Ahmad Yasawi, the Alawi khojas of the city of Turkestan;

= the descendants of Shaykh Zayniddin Baba, the Siddigi khojas of Tashkent;

= the descendants of Babakhan Ata, the Alawi khojas of the Tashkent region;

= the descendants of Sultan Sayyid, the Husayni (Karaskan) sayyids of the village of
Karaskan in the Fergana Valley [2].

Materials and Research Methods. Two collections of legislative documents issued to the
shrine of Ahmad Yasawi are currently known. The first is held in St Petersburg in the personal
archive of Alexander Ludwigovich Kun (1840-1888), Fund 33 of the Archives of Orientalists at the
Institute of Oriental Manuscripts [3]. It was assembled on Kun's initiative in 1872 by making copies
of original documents then held by the khojas of Turkestan. The copies were authenticated with the
seals of local officials.

The second collection was discovered in Turkestan in 1974. It contains more than 1,000
documents of various kinds and, according to the cited accounts, remains in the possession of V. K.
Shukhovtsov in Alma-Ata [4, 5]. Unfortunately, the documents in this collection have not yet been
published either as a catalogue or in facsimile. We have therefore been unable to examine them
closely. It is known, however, that this collection includes thirty legislative documents relating to
the shrine of Khoja Ahmad Yasawi. We hope that a detailed investigation of its contents will
become possible in the future.

The group of materials relating to the shrine of Khoja Ahmad Yasawi in the A. L. Kun
Collection comprises 97 folios of various historical documents. The originals belonged to three
descendants of Ahmad Yasawi: Rahmatullah Khoja, the nagib and son of Aliakbar Khoja; Sharif
Khoja Azizlar, son of Behbud Khoja Azizlar; and Nasrullah Khoja, the shaykh al-Islam and son of
Ishaq Khoja. The record states that 21 charters were copied from Nasrullah Khoja's documents, 18
from those of Rahmatullah Khoja, and 13 from those of Sharif Khoja Azizlar, making 52 charters in
all. They were written in Turkic and Persian. Their subject matter includes the appointment of
khojas in Turkestan as mutawalli, shaykh, or nagib of the shrine and the exemption of its
landholdings from various taxes and obligations.

Some documents were already old and badly damaged when they were copied in 1872,
making them difficult to read. As a result, sentences, personal names, seal inscriptions, and dates
were sometimes copied incorrectly. For this reason, it is not always clear who issued each of the 61
legislative documents identified in the collection, to whom it was issued, or when. Their attribution
therefore requires closer investigation. The following criteria were used:
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= the name of the issuer;

= the issuer’s rank and titles;

= the language and textual style of the document;

= the historical terms employed;

= the date of the document.

Results. Application of these criteria identified 61 legislative documents, including complete
and partial copies written in Turkic and Persian, among the materials relating to the shrine of Khoja
Ahmad Yasawi in A. L. Kun's personal archive. The earliest charter in the group was issued in
Jumada | 937 AH (December 1530—January 1531) in the name of Abu Sa'id Khan, a representative
of the Shaybanid (Abulkhairid) dynasty who ruled in Samarkand; the source gives his regnal years
as 1531-1533 [6]. The latest charters by date—two documents—were issued in Rabi' | 1280 AH
(August—September 1863) in the name of the Kokand khan Sultan Sa'id Khan, whose regnal years
are given as 1863-1865 [7]. The presentation of documents with a legislative character nevertheless
continued after the Russian Empire conquered Turkestan. Our investigation has allowed us to
identify some rulers and princes who issued other charters. Consider, for instance, a charter dated 5
Safar 984 AH (4 May 1576), whose intitulatio names “Muzaffar al-Din Sultan Abulkhair Bahadur
Khan.” Many princes named Abulkhair lived between the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries.
Examination of the document’s date indicates that the issuer was Abulkhair Sultan ibn Javanmard
Ali Khan ibn Abu Sa'id Khan ibn Kuchkunji Khan (1530-1578), a member of the Samarkand
branch of the dynasty, the house of Kuchkunji Khan.

Some charters issued in the periods of the Bukhara Emirate and the Kokand Khanate can be
assigned to their issuers without great difficulty. The attribution of documents issued by
Abulkhairid princes, particularly those governing peripheral areas, and by Kazakh khans and sultans
can be more challenging. Establishing the period and issuer of charters belonging to such princes
and provincial governors requires separate study. For example, the intitulatio of a Turkic-language
document dated to the year of the hare, 1197, rendered in the source as 1685-1686, was not copied.
The document may already have been torn or too difficult to read when the copy was made. Two
seal inscriptions beneath it, one round and one almond-shaped, read “Ishim Bahadur Khan ibn Shah
Muhammad.” This suggests that the document was issued by a Kazakh sultan. Yet several khans
and sultans of the Kazakh Khanate bore the name Ishim Khan, or Esim Khan in Kazakh. Notable
examples include Esim ibn Shighay (ruled 1598-1628; died in 1628 or 1645), Esim ibn Semeke
Khan (khan of the Middle Zhuz in 1756-1798), and Esim ibn Nuraly (1739-1797; ruled 1796—
1797). The source identifies “Shah Muhammad” as the full Islamic form of the name Semeke Khan,
which was common in spoken Kazakh. On this basis it attributes the document to Esim Khan ibn
Semeke Khan and states that its date corresponds to his period of political activity.

Conclusion. To date, 61 legislative acts in the Kun Collection have been examined. Eight
originated in the chancelleries of Shaybanid rulers, five with the Ashtarkhanids, nine with Kazakh
sultans, six with the Bukhara Emirate, one with the independent Tashkent beklik, and twenty-eight
with rulers or local deputies of the Kokand Khanate. The origin of the issuers of another two
documents cannot yet be established. Two further documents were issued in the names of Russian
imperial officials installed in Turkestan, General A. G. Chernyaev and the governor of Turkestan.
The attribution of the acts relating to the shrine of Ahmad Yasawi in the Kun Collection illuminates
a two-way relationship between the shrine administration and political authority during the
sixteenth through nineteenth centuries. The relationship was initiated not by one side alone, but by
the needs of both parties to exercise, consolidate, and legitimize authority. A future comparative
examination of the legislative documents in the Alma-Ata and Kun collections could bring further
evidence to bear on this question. It would clarify the history of the Alawi khojas in Turkestan, the
shrine's finances, the city's administration and the participation of Yasawi's descendants in it,
Turkestan's economy and agriculture, local toponymy and historical geography, and the city's
demographic history. It is also desirable to identify and study the full range of historical documents
concerning the shrine, including charters, in institutional and private collections.
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