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Abstract 

This article examines the state of urban planning, municipal governance, and communal 

infrastructure in the Uzbek SSR during the early and mid-1950s, a critical juncture marked by post-

war recovery and rapid urbanization. It highlights the severe socio-economic and technical 

challenges confronting local authorities, including obsolete material bases, chronic underfunding, 

and critical deficiencies in drinking water supply, electricity grids, and sanitation across historical 

urban centers such as Kagan, Bukhara, and Karshi. The study contextualizes these infrastructural 

bottlenecks within the broader framework of Soviet regional development, demonstrating how rapid 

demographic shifts and a surging industrial workforce exerted unprecedented pressure on 

dilapidated municipal networks that had largely stagnated since the pre-war era. The study analyzes 

the targeted administrative interventions and financial allocations mobilized by the Soviet 

administration following specific decrees issued in 1950 to rehabilitate municipal utilities and 

extend clean water networks into developing economic zones and rural districts like Greater Qibray. 

Furthermore, the paper explores the implementation of a complex hierarchical pricing matrix 

established by Resolution No. 933, which stringently regulated water consumption across 

residential, industrial, and municipal sectors. This regulatory framework aimed to curb rampant 

resource wastage while simultaneously generating state revenue to fund ongoing civil engineering 

projects, reflecting the bureaucratic complexities and centralized economic planning characteristic 

of the Stalinist and early post-Stalinist epochs. Despite these progressive financial and 

infrastructural investments, widespread modernization remained heavily constrained by 

bureaucratic inefficiencies, material shortages, and structural bottlenecks, with Tashkent 

representing the sole major urban agglomeration possessing a limited centralized sewerage system 

by 1953. The vast majority of secondary cities and peripheral settlements continued to rely on 

archaic sanitation methods, posing severe public health risks and hampering regional productivity. 

The article concludes by detailing subsequent modernization blueprints orchestrated in 1954 by the 

Ministry of Communal Economy under G.U. Aliyev, which aimed to expand primary wastewater 

treatment plants, introduce early-stage gasification, and scale up hydro-infrastructure projects across 

major regional hubs throughout Soviet Uzbekistan, ultimately laying the groundwork for the 

accelerated urbanization waves of the subsequent decades. 
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Аңдатпа 

Бұл мақалада соғыстан кейінгі қалпына келтіру және жедел урбанизация кезеңі болып 

табылатын 1950 жылдардың басы мен ортасындағы Өзбек ССР-індегі қала құрылысы, 

муниципалды басқару және коммуналдық инфрақұрылымның жағдайы қарастырылады. 

Онда жергілікті билік органдары тап болған күрделі әлеуметтік-экономикалық және 

техникалық қиындықтар, атап айтқанда, ескірген материалдық база, қаржыландырудың 

жетіспеушілігі, сондай-ақ Каган, Бұхара және Қаршы сияқты тарихи қала орталықтарында 

ауыз сумен жабдықтау, электр желілері мен санитарлық жүйелердің өткір тапшылығы 

көрсетілген. Зерттеу бұл инфрақұрылымдық кедергілерді КСРО-ның өңірлік дамуының кең 

ауқымды шеңберінде қарастырып, жедел демографиялық өзгерістер мен өнеркәсіптік 

жұмысшылар күшінің өсуі соғысқа дейінгі кезеңнен бері тоқырап қалған тозған 

коммуналдық желілерге бұрын-соңды болмаған қысым көрсеткенін көрсетеді. Зерттеуде 

коммуналдық кәсіпорындарды қалпына келтіру және таза су желілерін Жаңа Қибрай сияқты 

дамып келе жатқан экономикалық аймақтар мен ауылдық округтерге тарату үшін 1950 жылы 

қабылданған арнайы қаулылардан кейін совет әкімшілігі жұмылдырған мақсатты әкімшілік 

шаралар мен қаржылық бөліністер талданады. Сонымен қатар, жұмыста тұрғын үй, 

өнеркәсіп және коммуналдық секторлардағы су тұтынуды қатаң реттеген № 933 қаулысымен 

белгіленген күрделі иерархиялық баға белгілеу матрицасының енгізілуі зерттеледі. Бұл 

нормативтік база сталиндік және сталиндік кезеңнен кейінгі дәуірлерге тән бюрократиялық 

күрделіліктер мен орталықтандырылған экономикалық жоспарлауды көрсете отырып, 

ағымдағы құрылыс жобаларын қаржыландыру үшін мемлекеттік кіріс көзін 

қалыптастырумен қатар ресурс шығынын шектеуді мақсат етті. Осы прогрессивті қаржылық 

және инфрақұрылымдық инвестицияларға қарамастан, ауқымды жаңғырту бюрократиялық 

тиімсіздіктермен, материалдардың тапшылығымен және құрылымдық кедергілермен қатты 

шектелді, ал Ташкент қаласы 1953 жылға қарай шектеулі орталықтандырылған кәріз жүйесі 

бар жалғыз ірі қалалық агломерация болды. Қосалқы қалалар мен шеткі елді мекендердің 

басым бөлігі архаикалық санитарлық әдістерге сүйенуді жалғастырып, бұл қоғамдық 

денсаулық сақтауға қатер төндірді және өңірлік өнімділікті тежеді. Мақала соңында Г.У. 

Алиев басқарған Коммуналдық шаруашылық министрлігінің 1954 жылы әзірлеген кейінгі 

жаңғырту жоспарлары егжей-тегжейлі баяндалады; бұл жоспарлар Советтік Өзбекстанның 

барлық ірі өңірлік орталықтарында бастапқы сарқынды суды тазарту станцияларын 

кеңейтуге, бастапқы сатыдағы газдандыруды енгізуге және гидроинфрақұрылымдық 

жобаларды кеңейтуге бағытталған болатын, бұл өз кезегінде кейінгі онжылдықтардағы 

жедел урбанизация толқындарына негіз қалады. 

Түйінді сөздер: Өзбек КСР; коммуналдық шаруашылық; қала құрылысы; ауыз сумен 

қамту; муниципалдық инфрақұрылым; тариф саясаты; санитария; 1950 жылдар; 

модернизация; кәріз жүйесі. 
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ЭВОЛЮЦИЯ ГОРОДСКОЙ ИНФРАСТРУКТУРЫ И КОММУНАЛЬНОГО 

ХОЗЯЙСТВА В УЗБЕКСКОЙ ССР (1950-1954 гг.) 

 

Аннотация 

В данной статье рассматривается состояние градостроительства, муниципального 

управления и коммунальной инфраструктуры в Узбекской ССР в начале и середине 1950-х 

годов – в критический период, отмеченный послевоенным восстановлением и быстрой 
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урбанизацией. В ней освещаются серьезные социально-экономические и технические 

проблемы, с которыми сталкивались местные органы власти, включая устаревшую 

материально-техническую базу, хроническое недофинансирование и острый дефицит 

питьевого водоснабжения, электросетей и санитарных систем в таких исторических 

городских центрах, как Каган, Бухара и Карши. Исследование контекстуализирует эти 

инфраструктурные узкие места в рамках более широкой концепции регионального развития 

СССР, демонстрируя, как стремительные демографические сдвиги и рост численности 

промышленного рабочего класса оказывали беспрецедентное давление на обветшавшие 

коммунальные сети, которые во многом застоялись со времен доэпохального периода. В 

исследовании анализируются целенаправленные административные вмешательства и 

финансовые ассигнования, мобилизованные советской администрацией во исполнение 

конкретных постановлений, принятых в 1950 году, в целях восстановления коммунальных 

предприятий и расширения сетей чистой воды в развивающиеся экономические зоны и 

сельские районы, такие как Южно-Кибрайский район. Кроме того, в работе исследуется 

внедрение сложной иерархической матричной системы ценообразования, установленной 

постановлением № 933, которая строго регламентировала потребление воды в жилом, 

промышленном и коммунальном секторах. Данная нормативно-правовая база была 

направлена на пресечение массового расточительства ресурсов и одновременное пополнение 

государственного бюджета для финансирования текущих строительных проектов, отражая 

бюрократическую сложность и централизованное экономическое планирование, характерные 

для сталинской и ранней постсталинской эпох. Несмотря на эти прогрессивные финансовые 

и инфраструктурные инвестиции, масштабная модернизация оставалась сильно 

сдерживаемой бюрократической неэффективностью, нехваткой материалов и структурными 

барьерами, причем Ташкент оставался единственной крупной городской агломерацией, 

обладавшей ограниченной централизованной канализационной системой к 1953 году. 

Подавляющее большинство второстепенных городов и периферийных поселений 

продолжали полагаться на архаичные методы санитарии, создавая серьезные риски для 

общественного здравоохранения и сдерживая региональную производительность. Статья 

завершается детальным описанием последующих планов модернизации, разработанных в 

1954 году Министерством коммунального хозяйства под руководством Г.У. Алиева, которые 

были направлены на расширение первичных очистных сооружений, внедрение газификации 

на начальном этапе и масштабное развитие гидротехнической инфраструктуры в крупных 

региональных центрах по всему Советскому Узбекистану, заложив в конечном итоге основу 

для волн ускоренной урбанизации в последующие десятилетия. 

Ключевые слова: Узбекская ССР; коммунальное хозяйство; градостроительство; 

питьевое водоснабжение; муниципальная инфраструктура; тарифная политика; санитария; 

1950-е годы; модернизация; канализационная система. 
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ÖZBEK SOVYET SOSYALİST CUMHURİYETİ'NDE BELEDİYE ALTYAPISI VE 

KAMU HİZMETLERİNİN EVRİMİ (1950–1954) 

 

Özet 

Bu makale, savaş sonrası toparlanma ve hızlı kentleşme süreçleriyle karakterize edilen kritik 

bir dönemeç olan 1950'lerin başı ve ortalarında Özbek SSCB'deki şehir planlaması, belediye 

yönetimi ve altyapı durumunu incelemektedir. Çalışma; Kagan, Buhara ve Karşi gibi tarihi kent 

merkezlerindeki eskimiş maddi temeller, kronik fon yetersizliği, içme suyu temini ve sanitasyon 
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alanındaki kritik eksiklikler dahil olmak üzere yerel makamların karşı karşıya kaldığı şiddetli sosyo-

ekonomik ve teknik zorlukları vurgulamaktadır. Bu altyapısal dar boğazları Sovyet bölgesel 

kalkınmasının geniş çerçevesi içinde ele alan araştırma, hızlı demografik değişimlerin ve artan 

sanayi iş gücünün, savaş öncesi dönemden bu yana büyük ölçüde durgunlaşmış olan köhne belediye 

ağları üzerinde nasıl benzeri görülmemiş bir baskı yarattığını göstermektedir. Çalışmada, 1950 

yılında çıkarılan kararnameleri takiben Sovyet yönetimi tarafından belediye kamu hizmetlerini 

rehabilite etmek ve temiz su şebekelerini Büyük Kıbray gibi gelişen ekonomik bölgelere ve kırsal 

alanlara genişletmek amacıyla harekete geçirilen hedefe yönelik idari müdahaleler ve mali 

tahsisatlar analiz edilmektedir. Ayrıca makale, konut, sanayi ve belediye sektörlerindeki su 

tüketimini katı bir şekilde düzenleyen 933 sayılı Kararname ile oluşturulan karmaşık hiyerarşi 

fiyatlandırma matrisinin uygulanmasını incelemektedir. Bu düzenleyici çerçeve, Stalinist ve erken 

post-Stalinist dönemlerin bürokratik karmaşıklıklarını ve merkezi ekonomik planlamasını 

yansıtarak, devam eden mühendislik projelerini finanse etmek için devlet geliri yaratırken yaygın 

kaynak israfını dizginlemeyi amaçlamıştır. Bu ilerici mali ve altyapısal yatırımlara rağmen, 

kapsamlı modernizasyon bürokratik verimsizlikler, malzeme kıtlıkları ve yapısal engeller nedeniyle 

ağır bir şekilde kısıtlanmış ve Taşkent, 1953 yılı itibarıyla sınırlı bir merkezi kanalizasyon sistemine 

sahip tek büyük kentsel yığınlaşma olmuştur. İkincil şehirlerin ve çevre yerleşimlerin büyük 

çoğunluğu, halk sağlığı için ciddi riskler oluşturan ve bölgesel verimliliği engelleyen arkaik 

sanitasyon yöntemlerine güvenmeye devam etmiştir. Makale, Sovyet Özbekistan genelindeki büyük 

bölgesel merkezlerde birincil atık su arıtma tesislerini genişletmeyi, erken aşama gazlaştırmayı 

tanıtmayı ve hidrolik altyapı projelerini ölçeklendirmeyi amaçlayan ve G.U. Aliyev liderliğindeki 

Komünist Ekonomi Bakanlığı tarafından 1954 yılında düzenlenen sonraki modernizasyon planlarını 

detaylandırarak sona ermekte, nihayetinde önümüzdeki on yıllardaki hızlanan kentleşme 

dalgalarının temelini atmaktadır. 

Anahtar kelimeler: Özbekistan SSC; komünist ekonomi; şehir planlaması; içme suyu temini; 

belediye altyapısı; tarife politikası; sanitasyon; 1950'ler; modernizasyon; kanalizasyon sistemi. 

 

Introduction 

The development of municipal infrastructure and public utilities represents a critical 

dimension of socio-economic history in mid-twentieth-century Central Asia. In the aftermath of the 

Second World War, the Uzbek SSR faced immense systemic hurdles characterized by an obsolete 

material-technical base, chronic underfunding, and severe infrastructural neglect. These 

vulnerabilities severely compromised public health, endangered urban populations through 

hazardous sanitary conditions, and threatened to impede the labor force expansion vital for 

industrial and agricultural growth. While historical scholarship has extensively addressed macro-

industrial achievements in Soviet Central Asia, the micro-level transformation of communal 

services, drinking water supply networks, and urban sanitation remains underexplored. This article 

investigates the structural deficiencies of the Uzbek SSR's communal economy in the early 1950s 

and evaluates the multifaceted state interventions, administrative decrees, and targeted fiscal 

investments launched to rehabilitate regional hydro-infrastructure and modernize urban 

management. 

Discussion of results 
During the early 1950s, the urban planning paradigm and the communal infrastructure 

network of the Uzbek SSR functioned under deeply restrictive socio-economic, infrastructural, and 

technological constraints. This system was critically hindered by an obsolete material-technical 

base, pervasive bureaucratic inefficiencies, and chronic underfunding that persisted across multiple 

administrative tiers. Archival documentation and empirical inspections conducted in the spring of 

March 1950 vividly expose the structural vulnerability and systemic fragility of municipal utilities 

across rapidly industrializing urban centers. A prime institutional example of this infrastructural 

collapse was observed in the city of Kagan, where municipal provisions were reduced to a mere six 

water distribution installations, one hundred localized street water mains, and an inadequate 4.8-

kilometer pipeline network with a constrained 150 mm diameter [1]. Such rudimentary 
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technological capacities fell catastrophically short of meeting the basic demographic demands, 

sanitary thresholds, and growing industrial needs of the local population. 

Compounding these severe physical deficiencies, municipal authorities faced alarming 

sanitary and disinfection failures that directly endangered public health on a mass scale. Standard 

operational protocols frequently relied on drawing untreated, highly turbid water directly from 

primary water arteries such as the Shaxrud canal, subsequently routing it through open, unprotected 

basins lacking any form of chemical reagent treatment, filtration, or standard chlorination. This 

pervasive lack of technological safeguards fostered a hazardous sanitary-epidemiological 

environment characterized by contaminated water supplies and inadequate waste management. 

Consequently, these systemic vulnerabilities drastically escalated the risks of widespread infectious 

disease outbreaks, giving rise to persistent public health crises across urban settlements and 

highlighting the urgent necessity for comprehensive administrative and infrastructural reforms 

throughout the Soviet Uzbek republic. 

In response to these systemic deficiencies, the Soviet administration initiated a concerted 

policy in the mid – 1950s to radically rehabilitate communal infrastructure, prioritizing the secure 

and qualitative provision of drinking water for the populace. This ambitious modernization agenda 

emerged as a critical imperative following years of acute infrastructural neglect, during which urban 

and rural settlements alike suffered from severely compromised sanitation and inadequate hydraulic 

engineering. By confronting these deficiencies head-on, regional authorities sought not only to 

elevate public health standards across the Uzbek SSR, but also to stabilize the rapidly expanding 

labor force required for industrial and agricultural intensification [2]. 

Pursuant to the landmark legislative framework established by the Council of Ministers of the 

Uzbek SSR in May 1950, a comprehensive financial initiative was mobilized to overhaul the 

deteriorating municipal infrastructure across historical urban centers. This strategic intervention 

directed substantial fiscal allocations toward critical public utilities, notably allocating 164,000 

rubles to systematically expand and repair the municipal water distribution networks in Bukhara, 

alongside an earmarked investment of 155,000 rubles dedicated to the total reconstruction, pipe-

laying, and technological re-equipment of clean drinking water systems in Karshi [3]. These 

targeted capital infusions were urgently required to address long-standing vulnerabilities in rapidly 

growing southern regional hubs, where aging infrastructural networks – predominantly reliant on 

outdated clay and wooden distribution conduits – had historically fostered high contamination risks, 

frequent system failures, and severe water loss. 

The subsequent injection of state capital facilitated a technological transition, enabling the 

deployment of durable cast-iron piping, modern mechanical pumping stations, and systematic 

leakage control mechanisms. By replacing obsolete conduits with resilient hydraulic infrastructure, 

the 1950 decree effectively mitigated widespread epidemiological hazards and established a reliable 

foundation for public health security. Furthermore, this foundational modernization initiative 

catalyzed sustainable urban growth, ensuring that densely populated administrative and cultural 

centers were equipped with the robust utility capacity necessary to support expanding populations 

and long-term socio-economic development in the post-war period. 

Concurrently, the scope of regional modernization extended far beyond major urban 

peripheries into rural and developing agricultural districts, a strategic shift vividly highlighted by 

the formal governmental approval of the Greater Qibray clean drinking water network project on 

September 1, 1950. Commanding a substantial total project valuation of 58,042.1 rubles, this 

comprehensive initiative was designed to establish reliable, centralized water provision in areas that 

had long suffered from infrastructural neglect. This ambitious rural intervention reflected a broader 

ideological and administrative commitment toward bridging the historical disparities between 

metropolitan centers and peripheral agricultural communities, ensuring that collective farms, 

agrarian cooperatives, and emerging settlements finally gained dependable access to hygienic, 

treated water resources [4]. 

Through rigorous engineering coordination, centralized budgetary oversight, and targeted 

resource mobilization, these mid-century reforms fundamentally reshaped the hydrological 
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landscape of Soviet Uzbekistan. The transition from rudimentary local water sources to engineered 

distribution systems institutionalized modern standards of public hygiene, disease prevention, and 

municipal management. Ultimately, these foundational investments not only alleviated immediate 

sanitary crises across both urban and rural spaces, but also established a durable institutional 

framework whose infrastructural legacy endured for decades, shaping the socio-economic and 

public health trajectory of the region well into the latter half of the twentieth century. 

The regulatory framework governing urban water distribution throughout this critical 

transitional era was systematically structured in strict accordance with Resolution No. 933, issued 

by the Council of People’s Commissars of the Uzbek SSR on August 4, 1941 – a mandate whose 

long-term administrative ripples and practical enforcement mechanisms remained visibly 

operational in key regional hubs such as Bukhara as late as November 1950 [5]. 

This foundational decree established a complex, highly stratified hierarchical pricing matrix 

deliberately engineered to navigate the delicate socio-economic equilibrium between municipal 

fiscal solvency and state-mandated welfare equity. By systematically calibrating and shifting the 

financial burden across divergent economic sectors, the policy aimed to directly mitigate the acute 

infrastructural and economic vulnerabilities of the post-war landscape. Through the formal 

codification of tiered pricing models and differential tariff schedules, local governing bodies sought 

to proactively steer urban consumption patterns, implement deterrent measures against commercial 

waste, and protect residential access by subsidizing essential supplies amidst chronic resource 

scarcity. 

Beyond mere fiscal management, this administrative architecture served as an instrument of 

social and economic coercion, reflecting broader Soviet modernization imperatives constrained by 

wartime devastation and slow post-war reconstruction. The implementation of hierarchical pricing 

forced municipal enterprises, industrial workshops, and domestic households into a tightly 

monitored regime of resource allocation, where bureaucratic oversight directly intersected with 

daily survival. Consequently, the water distribution system in Bukhara evolved into a micro-cosmic 

reflection of centralized planning tensions – where ideological commitments to egalitarian welfare 

constantly clashed with the harsh, pragmatic realities of localized infrastructural decay, 

administrative bottlenecks, and the urgent necessity of rationing scarce commodities. 

Daily household consumption was pegged at a subsidized rate of 0.90 rubles per cubic meter, 

reflecting a deliberate socio-economic policy designed to keep basic domestic hydration and 

sanitation accessible to the urban working class even amidst mounting inflationary pressures. This 

pricing mechanism acted as a crucial social safety net, ensuring that fundamental livelihood 

resources remained affordable for families and shielding vulnerable urban demographics from the 

volatile economic fluctuations of the period [5]. 

By contrast, industrial, commercial, and municipal tiers exhibited substantial differentiation, 

strategically calibrated to reflect the genuine economic value, scarcity, and operational resource 

intensity inherent to each distinct sphere of activity. Rather than employing a blunt, uniform 

instrument, this sophisticated pricing architecture recognized that diverse economic actors exert 

vastly dissimilar demands on public utilities, thereby necessitating a more equitable and cost-

reflective mechanism. 

Within this comprehensive tiered framework, filling stations were subjected to a rate of 1.40 

rubles per cubic meter, while retail water kiosks – operating under decentralized distribution models 

that inherently involve higher logistical expenditures – reached 1.85 rubles. Simultaneously, state 

administrative organizations were billed at a standardized baseline of 1.00 ruble to facilitate 

essential public governance, whereas economic agencies and productive institutions incurred a 

competitive intermediary rate of 1.10 rubles [6]. Ultimately, this meticulous economic 

differentiation functioned as a vital regulatory instrument, guaranteeing that every sector 

contributed proportionally and fairly to the long-term maintenance, modernization, and 

sustainability of municipal water infrastructure, strictly scaled in accordance with their actual 

consumption volume and operational impact. 
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Furthermore, these elevated tariffs for commercial and independent distribution points served 

as a vital economic deterrent against unregulated extraction and resource misappropriation. By 

imposing higher financial burdens on heavy commercial users, municipal authorities successfully 

curtailed excessive industrial waste while ensuring that public utilities could fully recover the 

operational expenditures and maintenance costs incurred by high-volume commercial consumption. 

Specialized municipal functions also maintained distinct tariffs, with street watering and dust 

suppression set at 0.70 rubles per cubic meter, and urban garden irrigation priced at 0.90 rubles per 

cubic meter. These concessional rates for ecological and public hygiene maintenance underscored 

the Soviet administration's strategic priority in mitigating urban dust storms, cooling dense 

neighborhoods, and preserving green spaces in arid historical centers [7]. Ultimately, this 

meticulous tariff schedule functioned not merely as a fiscal mechanism, but as an instrument of 

centralized social control and urban planning, deeply embedding state priorities into the everyday 

ecological management of Uzbek cities. 

Despite these localized interventions, the broader municipal sanitation and utility 

infrastructure across the Uzbek Soviet Socialist Republic remained critically underdeveloped during 

the early post-war era. This infrastructural lag was starkly evidenced by statistical data from 1953, 

which revealed that Tashkent served as the sole urban center in the entire republic possessing a 

centralized sewerage system. However, even this metropolitan network was severely limited, 

covering a mere 3 percent of the municipal territory and operating without secondary treatment 

facilities – a critical flaw that resulted in the direct discharge of untreated wastewater into vital 

regional rivers and canals, exacerbating environmental hazards. 

To aggressively mitigate this escalating ecological and sanitary decay, comprehensive 

modernization blueprints were orchestrated in 1954 by the Ministry of Communal Economy of the 

Uzbek SSR, operating under the decisive leadership of Minister G.U. Aliyev. These strategic 

directives mandated the construction of a large-scale primary treatment plant in Tashkent to curb 

pollution, alongside the implementation of expanded and modernized sewerage networks in key 

industrial satellite cities such as Yangiyul and Bekabad, thereby attempting to bridge the sanitation 

gap between the capital and peripheral urban zones [7]. 

Simultaneously, a pivotal energy transition materialized as the nascent stages of gasification 

were systematically introduced across major urban centers in the Andijan and Fergana regions 

starting in 1954 [8]. This regional initiative successfully overcame a prior technological baseline 

where gas infrastructure had been sporadically restricted solely to industrial pockets in Andijan and 

Asaka, entirely lacking integration into domestic household consumption. By expanding pipeline 

grids to serve residential sectors, these reforms laid the foundational groundwork for improved 

urban living standards and municipal resilience across the Fergana Valley. 

A comprehensive evaluation of the republic's hydro-infrastructure conducted in 1954 revealed 

a profound structural disparity, highlighting that centralized drinking water pipelines remained 

severely restricted, confined to just eight major cities and a single district center across the entire 

expanse of the Uzbek SSR. This acute deficit in basic public utilities underscored the immense 

challenges faced by local authorities in meeting fundamental urban sanitary requirements and 

ensuring reliable public access to safe drinking water during the post-war reconstruction period. 

Nevertheless, prospective infrastructural planning began to gain considerable momentum 

through ambitious project designs formulated in 1953, which aimed to revolutionize regional water 

supply systems. These forward-looking blueprints were specifically engineered to supply at least 20 

percent of Samarkand with potable water, thereby alleviating chronic shortages in one of the 

republic's most vital cultural and economic hubs [8]. Simultaneously, these pioneering 

developmental initiatives laid the groundwork for modernizing regions that had previously been 

entirely devoid of centralized utility networks. The scope of targeted expansion encompassed 

crucial growing centers such as Urgench, Chirchiq, Margilan, Termez, Jizzakh, Mirzachul, 

Kattakurgan, and Bekabad, signaling a strategic administrative shift toward decentralized municipal 

development and the broader socioeconomic uplift of Uzbekistan's peripheral urban landscape. 

Conclusion 
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The reconstruction of communal infrastructure and public utilities in the Uzbek SSR between 

1950 and 1954 demonstrates a decisive turning point in the republic's socio-economic and sanitary 

development. Overcoming the severe technical constraints, contamination risks, and infrastructural 

neglect of the post-war years required concerted state intervention, substantial financial 

investments, and centralized administrative oversight. The implementation of landmark 

governmental decrees, targeted capital allocations for water networks, and sophisticated hierarchical 

pricing structures successfully stabilized municipal utility operations while balancing social equity 

with fiscal solvency. Although widespread disparities persisted – exemplified by Tashkent's limited 

sewerage coverage and the concentration of centralized pipelines in only a handful of major cities – 

the foundational blueprints and primary treatment initiatives launched during this period initiated a 

lasting transformation of Soviet Uzbekistan's hydrological and urban landscape, institutionalizing 

modern standards of public hygiene and regional management. 
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