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Abstract

This article examines the formation and development of social cooperation between the Gulf
Arab states and the Republic of Uzbekistan in the context of post—Cold War geopolitical
transformations. The study analyzes how the 1990-1991 Gulf War and the dissolution of the Soviet
Union reshaped regional and global political dynamics, creating new conditions for bilateral
interaction. Particular attention is paid to the role of Islam, cultural affinity, and shared civilizational
values as foundational elements in the establishment of early diplomatic and social ties. The
research highlights the strategic importance of social cooperation in education, healthcare,
humanitarian assistance, and infrastructure development. Special focus is given to the activities of
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Kuwait, as well as the institutional role of
development funds in implementing socially significant projects in Uzbekistan. The findings
demonstrate that despite political and security challenges, social cooperation has become a
sustainable and long-term component of bilateral relations, contributing to regional stability and
human capital development.
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O3BEKCTAH MEH ITAPCbI IBIFAHAFbI MEMJUIEKETTEPI APACBIHIAT BI
IJIEYMETTIK BIHTBIMAKTACTBIKTBIH TAPUXU JAMYbI

AHaaTna

byn makanaga Ilapcel mbiraHarbl apab memiiekertepi MeH O30excraH PecmyOnukach
apachIHIarbl OJEYMETTIK BIHTBIMAKTACTHIKTBIH KANBIITaCybl MeEH Aamybl 1990-kbpuinapaarsl
xahaHJBIK KoHE aMakKThIK TpaHchopManusiiap aschiHAa TammaHaasl. 1990-1991 xeiimapaarsn
[Tapcel mIBIFaHAaFBl  COFBICHI  OHIPMIK  KAyilCI3MIK JKYHEeCiH IMIANKaITBIN, MOHAPXHUSIIBIK
MEMJICKETTEp/Il 1K TYPAKTBUIBIKTEI CaKTayFa )KoHE aHa JaMy CTPaTeTrvsUIapblH 13[Ieyre MOKOYp
erti. Kenec OparbiHBIH BIIBIpaybl OpTalblK A3Hsia TOyeNci3 MEMIIEKeTTEepAiH Maina OoiybiHa
oKerir, ©30eKCTaHIbl XAIBIKAPATIBIK KaTbIHACTAp JKYHECiHE €HTI3y MIHJICTIH aiFa KOWUIbl. 3epTTey
UCITaMJIBIK OPTaKTHIK, MOJCHH JKaKBIHIBIK JKOHE (OKYMCAK KYII» TETIKTepi apKbUIBI OuliM Oepy,
JICHCAYJIBIK CaKTay, TYMaHHTAPJIBIK KOMEK >KoHE MH(PAKYpBUIBIM cajallapblHAAFbl KOOaIap by
MaHbI3BIH KopceTeni. Caymusuibik Jlamy Kopbl, KyBelT Kopbl xkoHe BAO Oactamanapbl CHUSKTHI
WHCTUTYTTApJBIH POJIi CAIbICTRIPMANBI Typjae OaramaHajipl. Jlepekkesnep peTiHAe apXuB
MaTepuaIapbl, PECMH KeTiCiMAep, CTATUCTUKA JKOHE KONTUIII FRUIBIMU dJIcOUeT MaijaaHblUIIbL.
Hotmxkenep oneyMeTTiK BIHTBIMAKTACTHIKTBIH CasiCH YKOHE KayilCi3/iK MIEKTeyJIepiHe KapaMacTaH
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y3aK Mep3iMJli CEHIM KalbIITaCTBIPHIT, alaMU KalUTaIIbl HEIFAUTYFa BIKMAJ €TKEHIH JONEIICHII.
ConbiMeH Oipre, BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK JiHM OaiJIaHBICTAPMEH KaTap KAyYIINCI3JAIKKE KaThICThI
aTaHIAYIIBUTBIKTAPMEH TOFBICTHI: PAIUKAIABI aFbIMIAP/IbIH OCJICeHYl TapanTapablH e3apa JPEKeTiH
CaKTBIKIICH XXYPri3yre uTepMeeli, ajiaifia dJIeyMeTTIK »o0ajap JUaniorThl Y30€i cakTam KaJibl.
ByJ1 TypaKkThl HHCTUTYIIMOHAIIBIK HET13 KaJIBITACTBIPyFa MYMKIHAIK Oep/ii.

Tyiiin ce3nep: llIpiranak MeMiekeTTepi; O30€KCTaH; JICYMETTIK BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK; dKYMCaK
Ky1r; 611iM Oepy; JeHCayIlbIK CaKTay; HHPPAKYphUIbIM
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NCTOPUYECKOE PAZBBUTHUE COLIUMAJIBHOT'O COTPYJHUYECTBA MEXIY
Y3BEKUCTAHOM U T'OCYAAPCTBAMMU NNEPCUACKOI'O 3AJIMBA

AHHOTAIUA

B crarbe aHanmusumpyercs CTaHOBJIEHHE W Pa3BUTHE COLHUAIBHOTO COTPYIHHUYECTBA MEXITY
apabckumu rocymapctBamu llepcuackoro 3amuBa u PecnyOnmukoir Y30€KHUCTaH B YCIIOBHUSAX
TyOOKUX FeOnoIMTHYECKUX IpeoOpa3oBaHuii koHLa XX Beka. PaccmarpuBaercs BIMsHUE BOWHBI B
IMepcunckom 3amuBe 1990-1991 ronoB u pacmaga Coerckoro Coroza Ha (HOpMHpPOBaHHE HOBOU
pEeruoHaibHON UM [IO0AJBHOW CHUCTEMBl MEXKIYHapOAHBIX oOTHomeHuil. Ocoboe BHUMaHME
YAETSETCS POJIM PEIMTHO3HOTO (PaKTOpa, KYIBTYPHOH W IHMBHJIM3AIMOHHON ONU30CTH, KOTOpBIC
CIOCOOCTBOBAIM YCTAHOBJIECHUIO JUIUIOMATMUECKUX U T'YMAHHUTApHBIX KOHTAKTOB Ha HayaJlbHOM
sTarne B3auMojaeHcTBHs. lccnemoBaHue packpbIBaeT 3HAYCHHWE COTpPyIHUYECTBA B cepax
00pa3oBaHMsl, 3/1PaBOOXPAHEHMs, MH(PACTPYKTYpHOTO pa3BUTHS M TYMaHUTAPHOH MOJJIEPIKKU.
[IpoananusupoBana aearenbHocTh CaynoBckoir ApaBuu, OO0beAMHEHHBIX ApaOCKUX OMHUPATOB U
Kygeiita, a Takxke pojib UX HAIIMOHAJIBHBIX (POHIOB PA3BUTHS B pEaIM3alMU COLUAIBHBIX TPOEKTOB
B Y30ekucrane. Jlenaercss BbIBOA O TOM, YTO COLMAJIIBHOE COTPYIHUYECTBO CTAJO YCTONYMBHIM
HalpaB/IEHUEM JIByCTOPOHHUX OTHOIIEHHUM, CIIOCOOCTBYIOIIUM MOAECPHHU3AIMU  COLMAIbHON
UH(QPACTPYKTYpPbl, YKPEIUICHUIO PETHOHAJIBHOM CTAOMJIBHOCTH U Pa3BUTHIO YEJIOBEYECKOTO
MOTEHIMaja B JOJrOCpodHOi mepcrnektuBe. Kpome Toro, pabora ommpaercs Ha HMIMPOKHH Kpyr
HCTOYHHUKOB, BKJIFOYas1 0(1)I/IHI/IaJ'II>HI>IG JOKYMCHTBI, CTATUCTHYCCKUC TAHHBIC, apXWUBHBIC MATCPHAJIbI
U HaydHble MyOJIMKalKMu, 4TO oOecrneyrBaeT OOBEKTHMBHOCTb M JOCTOBEPHOCTH MOJYYEHHBIX
BBIBOJIOB U YCUJIMBAET AHAJIUTUYECKYIO LIEHHOCTh MPOBEIEHHOTO UCCIIEIOBAHMUS.

KiroueBble cjioBa: rocynapcTBa 3aiuBa; Y30eKUCTaH; COLMAILHOE COTPYIHUYECTBO; MATKas
cuiia; o0pa3zoBaHUe; 31paBOOXpaHEHHE; UHPPACTPYKTypa
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OZBEKISTAN iLE BASRA KORFEZI DEVLETLERI ARASINDAKI SOSYAL i$
BiRLiGININ TARIHI GELiSiMi

Ozet

Bu makalede, Basra Korfezi Arap devletleri ile Ozbekistan Cumhuriyeti arasindaki sosyal is
birliginin olusumu ve gelisimi, 1990’11 yillardaki kiiresel ve bolgesel doniistimler baglaminda analiz
edilmektedir. 1990-1991 yillarindaki Korfez Savasi, bolgesel gilivenlik sistemini sarsmis ve
monarsik devletleri i¢ istikrar1 korumaya ve yeni gelisim stratejileri aramaya zorlamistir. Sovyetler
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Birligi’nin dagilmasi, Orta Asya’da bagimsiz devletlerin ortaya ¢ikmasini saglamig ve
Ozbekistan’1n uluslararasi iliskiler sistemine dahil edilmesi gerekliligini giindeme getirmistir.

Arastirma; Islami ortaklik, kiiltiirel yakinlik ve “yumusak gii¢” mekanizmalar1 araciligiyla
egitim, saglik, insani yardim ve altyap1 alanlarindaki projelerin 6nemini ortaya koymaktadir. Suudi
Kalkinma Fonu, Kuveyt Fonu ve BAE (Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri) girisimleri gibi kurumlarin rolii
karsilagtirmali olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Kaynak olarak arsiv materyalleri, resmi anlagsmalar, istatistikler ve ¢ok dilli bilimsel literatiir
kullanilmigtir. Elde edilen bulgular, sosyal is birliginin siyasi ve giivenlik sinirlamalarina ragmen
uzun vadeli giiven tesis ettigini ve beseri sermayenin gili¢lendirilmesine katki sagladigini
gostermektedir.

Bununla birlikte, is birligi dini baglarla birlikte giivenlige iliskin kaygilarla da kesismistir.
Radikal akimlarin etkinlesmesi, taraflarin etkilesimini temkinli yliriitmeye sevk etmis ancak sosyal
projeler diyalogun kesintiye ugramadan siirdiiriilmesini saglamistir. Bu durum, istikrarli bir
kurumsal temel olusturulmasina imkan tanimistir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Korfez Devletleri; Ozbekistan; Sosyal Is Birligi; Yumusak Glg; Egitim;
Saglik; Altyapa.

Introduction. The 1990s of the twentieth century were marked by profound transformations
in the global political system and characterized by complex processes at both regional and global
levels. During this period, the two regions analyzed in this article—the Gulf Arab states and Central
Asia—were confronted with the necessity of redefining their development trajectories. Although
these processes initially manifested at the regional level, they soon became closely intertwined with
issues of global significance.

The 1990-1991 Gulf War had serious political, economic, and social consequences for the
Gulf Arab states. The military conflict disrupted the regional security system and posed urgent
challenges for the states, including ensuring peace, maintaining internal stability, and developing
new strategies for socio-economic development. In particular, strengthening regional security and
ensuring socio-political stability became one of the top priorities for the monarchical states that are
members of the Gulf Cooperation Council.

Parallel to these developments, the collapse of the Soviet Union led to the emergence of new
independent states within the international relations system. Among them was the Republic of
Uzbekistan, whose government faced complex tasks such as preserving state independence,
establishing political institutions, and creating the foundations for socio-economic development.
Under the new geopolitical conditions, establishing foreign relations and integrating into the
international community became one of the key directions of Uzbekistan’s foreign policy.

Thus, despite the regional and global challenges of the 1990s, the Gulf Arab states and the
Republic of Uzbekistan paid particular attention to the formation of mutual cooperation. From the
very first years of Uzbekistan’s independence, relations between the two regions began to develop
on the basis of shared economic and social interests. It was within this historical context that social
cooperation emerged as an important component of bilateral relations, creating a solid foundation
for its further development in subsequent periods.

Methodology. This study is grounded in the principles of historical research and employs a
multidisciplinary methodological approach to analyze the development of social cooperation
between the Gulf Arab states and the Republic of Uzbekistan. The research methodology is based
on a synthesis of classical historical methods and modern analytical tools, enabling a
comprehensive examination of the subject within both regional and global contexts.

The historical-chronological method is applied to identify the stages of formation and
development of social cooperation from the early 1990s onward. This approach allows for the
identification of key phases, turning points, and continuity in bilateral relations, particularly in the
context of post—Cold War geopolitical transformations and the processes of state-building in
Uzbekistan.

54



Turkic historical studies. No 1 (8) 2026 kaHTap — aknaH - HAYPbI3

The historical-comparative method is used to analyze similarities and differences in the
approaches of the Gulf Arab states and Uzbekistan toward social development and cooperation.
Through comparative analysis, the study highlights how differing political systems, economic
models, and social structures have influenced the scope and substance of bilateral cooperation.

In addition, a historical-systemic approach is employed to examine social cooperation as an
integral component of the international relations system. This method makes it possible to analyze
the interconnection of political, economic, and social factors, as well as the impact of regional and
global processes on cooperation between the two regions.

The problem-oriented approach is applied to identify key challenges and priority tasks that
emerged at various stages of social cooperation. This approach is particularly useful in assessing the
responses of both sides to regional instability, security threats, and socio-economic transformations
in the aftermath of the Gulf War and the dissolution of the Soviet Union.

The source base of the study relies on a wide range of primary and secondary sources. These
include official government documents, bilateral agreements, archival materials, political
statements, statistical data, as well as academic monographs and scholarly articles in Uzbek, Arabic,
Russian, and English. All sources were subjected to critical analysis to ensure the objectivity,
reliability, and historical accuracy of the research.

Overall, this methodological framework provides a balanced and historically grounded
analysis of social cooperation between the Gulf Arab states and Uzbekistan, contributing to a deeper
understanding of the long-term dynamics and historical significance of bilateral relations.

Results. In the system of international relations, social cooperation—particularly cultural and
humanitarian interaction—occupies a distinct place as an essential component of interstate
cooperation. This dimension not only complements official diplomatic relations between states but
also contributes to strengthening mutual trust, understanding, and closeness among peoples [1,
267]. Social and humanitarian cooperation serves as one of the key mechanisms of public
diplomacy, fostering direct communication between societies through culture, education, and
humanitarian exchanges. In this respect, it represents an important instrument in international
relations that relies on the human factor and ensures sustainable and long-term cooperation.
Consequently, social cooperation has become a vital link in contemporary interstate relations,
increasingly recognized as “one of the most effective instruments of foreign policy” [2, 5].

The findings of the study indicate that amid the profound geopolitical transformations of the
early 1990s, social cooperation between the Gulf Arab states and the Republic of Uzbekistan
emerged as one of the priority and strategic directions of bilateral relations. Despite complex
regional and global political processes, both sides viewed social cooperation as an important tool
for ensuring societal stability during periods of political and economic transformation, as well as for
strengthening mutual trust.

In particular, during the process of the emergence of new independent states in Central Asia,
the Gulf Arab states were among the first to recognize their sovereignty. In establishing initial
diplomatic and social ties, shared cultural values, religious commonality, and ideas of solidarity
within the Muslim ummah played a significant role. With the disappearance of ideological barriers
inherent in the bipolar international system, historical-cultural heritage and religious factors came to
serve as important institutional and moral foundations for the development of bilateral social
cooperation [3, 34].

Islam played a crucial unifying role in the formation of relations between the Gulf Arab states
and Uzbekistan. Religious commonality created favorable conditions for the establishment of
bilateral relations during the early years of independence and subsequently stimulated the expansion
of cooperation. Member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) regarded the independence
of the former Soviet republics of Central Asia—whose populations are predominantly Muslim and
part of the global Muslim community—as a moral and civilizational responsibility. This approach
facilitated the use of religious factors as a means of legitimizing political relations [4, 160]. The
leadership of the Gulf Arab states closely monitored the state-building processes taking place in the
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former Soviet republics with predominantly Muslim populations. This perspective, rooted in
civilizational and cultural proximity, became an important factor in shaping the foreign policy
priorities of the Gulf states [5].

However, these political and economic interests came into tension with the secular
development model and security-oriented foreign policies of the Central Asian states. Newly
independent republics encountered the activities of radical religious movements, including groups
such as A/-Qaeda and Hizb ut-Tahrir. These movements sought to alter state authority and posed
serious threats to national security. The leadership of Uzbekistan openly acknowledged these threats
and identified them as a priority in ensuring national security [6, 244]. Thus, while religious affinity
facilitated dialogue, security concerns and the presence of radical movements complicated
cooperation with the Gulf Arab states. Consequently, although religious commonality in the sphere
of social cooperation contributed to the promotion of bilateral ties, the existence of security
challenges and radical movements increased the complexity of cooperation. In the post-1990 period,
social cooperation—particularly through “soft power” strategies—between the Gulf Arab states and
Uzbekistan created certain opportunities for advancing relations, yet simultaneously encountered a
range of political, cultural, and security constraints.

Discussion. Analytical findings indicate that social cooperation between the Gulf Arab states
and Uzbekistan began to take shape in the early years following 1990. The fundamental basis of
these relations was Islam, which strengthened cultural and religious affinity and created a strategic
platform for dialogue between the Gulf states and Uzbekistan. The “soft power” mechanism
functioned as an instrument for operationalizing Islamic commonality and advancing bilateral ties.
Thus, while religious affinity stimulated cooperation, it simultaneously operated alongside political
and security constraints. Nevertheless, social cooperation between the “Arab Six” and Uzbekistan
developed in a systematic and consistent manner.

At the initial stage, this section examined the concept of the social sphere from a research
perspective and clarified its conceptual foundations. On this basis, the Gulf Arab states actively
sought to develop social cooperation with Uzbekistan. The research findings demonstrate that these
initiatives not only reinforced religious and cultural closeness but also encompassed education,
culture, academic exchange, and broader social development. A country-specific analysis shows that
the Gulf Arab states displayed significant engagement in creating a social dialogue platform with
Uzbekistan, serving to strengthen religious commonality and promote cultural diplomacy. At the
same time, political and security constraints affected the effectiveness of cooperation, highlighting
the complex and dual nature of these relations.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, while striving for leadership in the Gulf region, has also
sought to assert leadership within the broader Arab world. This foreign policy strategy manifested
in the early 1990s through Saudi Arabia’s efforts to play a leading role in establishing cooperation
with the newly independent Central Asian republics, particularly the Republic of Uzbekistan. As a
practical expression of this policy, members of the Saudi royal family undertook official visits to
Central Asian republics in 1992. In the same year, Saudi Arabia provided Uzbekistan with economic
assistance that included 800,000 tons of wheat [7]. This assistance was of particular significance for
Uzbekistan, where ensuring food security and achieving grain self-sufficiency were pressing issues
during the early years of independence.

At the same time, this economic assistance and high-level visits served as an important initial
stage in the formation of social and humanitarian cooperation between the two regions. Saudi
Arabia’s early support and political initiatives laid an institutional foundation for subsequent
cooperation in cultural, religious, and educational fields. One of the key areas of social cooperation
was education. According to a report by the Committee on Religious Affairs under the Cabinet of
Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 12 Uzbek students studied at higher education institutions
in Saudi Arabia in 1995 through the Committee’s channels [8]. This can be regarded as one of the
first practical outcomes of religious and educational cooperation between the two states.

56



Turkic historical studies. No 1 (8) 2026 kaHTap — aknaH - HAYPbI3

An important institutional actor implementing Saudi Arabia’s “soft power” strategy in foreign
policy is the Saudi Fund for Development (SFD). The Fund has played a notable role in financing
socially significant projects in Uzbekistan. In particular, projects aimed at developing educational
infrastructure in Uzbekistan have had substantial social importance. Within the framework of a
school rehabilitation and reconstruction project, as of November 17, 2009, 16 out of the 20 planned
general secondary schools had been completed using SFD resources [9]. These schools had the
capacity to accommodate a total of 4,743 students, significantly expanding access to educational
services in the regions. These projects were financed through concessional loans provided by the
Saudi Fund for Development to the Government of Uzbekistan.

Saudi Arabia’s social projects in Uzbekistan were not limited to the education sector. Fund
resources were also actively utilized in other areas of social infrastructure aimed at improving the
quality of life of the population. In particular, priority areas such as access to clean drinking water
and the development of transport and communication systems occupied an important place in Saudi
Arabia’s social cooperation policy.

Notably, in 2009, within the framework of the ‘“National Highway of the Republic of
Uzbekistan” project, the Saudi Fund for Development allocated USD 100 million to finance a 53-
kilometer section of the 4R87 highway along the Guzor—Chim—Kokdala route of the Samarkand—
Guzor motorway, covering the 0—18 km and 38—73 km segments [9, 41]. This project contributed to
accelerating the socio-economic development of the regions through the modernization of transport
infrastructure.

As of January 2026, the Saudi Fund for Development was implementing 11 active initiatives
in Uzbekistan with a total value of USD 287.4 million [10]. These projects not only ensure financial
inflows but also contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly in
reducing poverty and improving living standards. In this regard, cooperation with the SFD holds
significant institutional importance within Uzbekistan’s long-term development strategy.

Among the Gulf Arab states, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) pursues a distinctive
development model and foreign policy approach, which is also reflected in its social cooperation
with Uzbekistan. Like other Arab monarchies, the UAE has sought to foster a stable, market-
oriented cooperation environment in Central Asia by financing projects aimed at improving social
conditions in Uzbekistan. These initiatives have been implemented consistently since the early
years of Central Asian independence.

Since 1995, academic cooperation has been established between the Institute of Oriental
Studies of the Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan and the Juma Al-Masjid Scientific Center in
Dubai. Within this framework, the historical and cultural ties between Arab and Asian civilizations
in Central Asia and the territories of the Arab Caliphate during the medieval period, as well as their
role in civilizational development, have been studied [11]. This academic cooperation has
contributed not only to scholarly exchange but also to strengthening cultural and humanitarian ties
between the two regions.

Humanitarian assistance initiatives by the UAE constitute another important dimension of
practical cooperation. In August 2005, the UAE Minister of Interior, Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, donated special-purpose vehicles (Chevrolet Niva and UAZ-315123-011 models) valued at
USD 26,125 to the State Committee for Nature Protection of the Republic of Uzbekistan [12]. This
technical assistance enhanced the material and technical capacity of environmental monitoring and
conservation activities.

In addition, to support socially vulnerable groups, the UAE allocated USD 34,142 to continue
renovation work at an orphanage in Bukhara region [12, 82]. These initiatives reflect the UAE’s
tangible contribution to Uzbekistan’s social policy and have strengthened humanitarian cooperation
between the two states.

From 2017 onward, social cooperation between the UAE and Uzbekistan entered a
qualitatively new stage. This development was closely linked to systemic reforms in Uzbekistan’s
foreign policy following a change in political leadership, which significantly expanded the
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country’s openness to international cooperation. Within the framework of the new foreign policy
concept, deepening relations with the Gulf Arab states, including the UAE, was identified as a
priority.

At the same time, the UAE’s global development strategy—aimed at expanding multifaceted
cooperation with new regions—also stimulated the intensification of bilateral relations. The UAE
began to consistently promote its economic and financial potential through social and humanitarian
projects and to strengthen strategic partnerships using “soft power” tools in Central Asia,
particularly in Uzbekistan. During the period under review, the UAE has implemented several
important projects in Uzbekistan in the fields of education, healthcare, and social infrastructure
development. Healthcare cooperation, in particular, has emerged as a key component of bilateral
social relations.

One notable project in this area involves equipping medical institutions in districts of Fergana
region with modern diagnostic equipment, implemented in cooperation with the UAE-based
company Ittihad International Investment. In the first phase, multislice computed tomography
(MSCT) scanners were delivered to 14 district medical associations in Fergana region. In the
second phase, the total number of such devices is planned to reach 100 units. The initial phase of
this initiative, scheduled for 2025-2026, is estimated to be financed at approximately USD 70
million and is being carried out through cooperation between the Ministry of Health of the Republic
of Uzbekistan and UAE private investors [13].

Another major healthcare infrastructure project involves the construction of a modern
rehabilitation center near Tashkent. This project is being implemented under a public—private
partnership (PPP) model based at the Republican Research Center of Emergency Medical Care
under the Ministry of Emergency Situations of Uzbekistan. A contract has been signed with Burjeel
Medical City (Abu Dhabi) for the construction and equipping of the center, with a total project
value of approximately USD 30 million. This investment aims not only to improve the quality of
medical services but also to develop rehabilitation medicine in Uzbekistan and introduce advanced
international practices.

The State of Kuwait has also established broad-based cooperation with Central Asian
republics, including Uzbekistan, and remains interested in consistently developing these relations.
Social cooperation between Kuwait and Uzbekistan dates back to the 1990s. In 1995, a delegation
led by Kuwait’s Minister of Education, Suleiman Al-Badr, visited Uzbekistan to promote
cooperation in education. During the visit, the delegation familiarized itself with educational
reforms in Uzbekistan and discussed issues related to expanding academic and educational ties and
exchanging experience in human resource development [14].

Social cooperation between Kuwait and Uzbekistan is multifaceted, encompassing not only
modern social projects but also initiatives aimed at studying, preserving, and restoring the
intellectual and spiritual heritage of prominent Islamic scholars from Central Asia. In this context,
Kuwait has provided financial support for the preservation and restoration of sacred sites and
historical monuments in Uzbekistan.

In 1998, at the directive of the late Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
Ahmad Khalid Al-Kulabi allocated USD 500,000 for the renovation and improvement of the Imam
al-Bukhari complex in Samarkand [14, 127]. This project represented a practical expression of
Kuwait’s policy toward preserving Uzbekistan’s rich Islamic and spiritual heritage and played a
significant role in strengthening cultural and humanitarian cooperation between the two countries.

Like other Gulf Arab states analyzed above, Kuwait primarily implements its social
cooperation through the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED). The Fund serves
as a key institution supporting projects in education, healthcare, social infrastructure, and
humanitarian fields in Uzbekistan. This mechanism demonstrates Kuwait’s effective use of
economic and social diplomacy instruments in its foreign policy and contributes to the stable and
long-term development of bilateral relations.
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In particular, KFAED has financed several important projects in Uzbekistan aimed at
developing education and religious—educational sectors. These include equipping the Imam al-
Bukhari complex in Samarkand and the Hazrati Imam scientific and educational complex in
Tashkent with modern facilities, constructing a new building for the International Islamic Academy,
and digitizing 50 classrooms in general education institutions. Additionally, major infrastructure
projects in healthcare and education have been implemented through KFAED credit funds. Between
1997 and 2024, a total of 10 large-scale projects with a combined value of USD 210 million were
realized in these sectors [15]. These projects have played a significant role in modernizing
Uzbekistan’s social infrastructure, developing human capital, and strengthening the institutional
foundations of social cooperation in Kuwait—Uzbekistan relations.

Conclusion. After the Gulf War, historically established relations between the Arab states of
the Gulf and the Central Asian republics, particularly the Republic of Uzbekistan, were restored.
While Islam served as the key factor in the revival of these ties, their subsequent development has
been shaped by the core strategies and objectives of the countries’ foreign policies. The primary
driving force behind cooperation between the two regions has been economic interests. At the same
time, cooperation in the social sphere plays a complementary role by reinforcing economic
interaction and strengthening mutual trust.

Within the framework of this study, social cooperation between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates, and the State of Kuwait, on the one hand, and the Republic of
Uzbekistan, on the other, was analyzed across a wide range of areas. These include education,
healthcare, and support for infrastructure projects aimed at improving the living standards of the
population. Despite existing political and security constraints, social cooperation has contributed to
the modernization of Uzbekistan’s infrastructure, the development of human capital, and the
strengthening of cultural and humanitarian exchanges. As a result, these interactions have not only
complemented diplomatic channels but have also helped to establish a sustainable platform for
cooperation between Central Asia and the Arab states of the Gulf.
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