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TRANSFORMATIONS

Abstract. The article considers aspects of socio-philosophical analysis of the views and
values of youth. Youth as a social group is studied as a barometer that determines the index of
development of societies. The relevance of the topic of the article is the study of youth as a subject
of social transformations and an object of state policy. Youth is a subject of creative activity,
possessing unique values in the context of the values of the new generation. The article uses
methods of comparative analysis of changes in the social behaviour of young people with the
results of social research. The role of youth in the formation of wok culture, types of modern youth
trends is considered. It has been established that youth trends in modern Kazakhstan society and
perceptions in the worldview of young people in the countries of Eastern Europe have two
characters. The problem of state policy in youth issues, public opinion of the contingent of NEET-
youth who do not want to interfere in any socio-political processes has been studied. According to
the anthropological approach, youth as a new generation, a social individual is an empirical
subject. This means that young people, although characterised by the search for new values in
reproductive continuity, due to weak social practices, introduce ready-made forms of thinking with
a consumerist approach. Therefore, the public mood of young people is characterised by positivity
and most of them are characterised by skills of inability to construct knowledge, values,
transcendental forms.
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copUUTBIK Talay acmeKTiIepl KapacTeIphUlAbl. JKacTtap oJIeyMEeTTIK TOI peTiHae KOFaMaapablH
JlaMy WHJEKCIH aHBIKTAyIIbl OapoMeTp peTiHAe 3epTTeiai. Makanga TaKbIphIOBIHBIH ©3€KTUIIrH
JKACTApIBIH KOFAMJIBIK ©3TepiCTiH CyOBEKTICI KOHE MEMIICKETTIK CasiCaTThIH OOBEKTICI peTiHe
3epTTey Kypaiinbl. XKactap jkaHa yprak MarbIHACBIH/IA ©31H/IK €PEeKIICTIKTI KYHIBUIBIKTapFa He
Kacammas3blK 1C-OpEeKEeTTUIIK CyOBeKTici Oombin TadbUIaabl. Makanaaa KacTapIblH KOFaMIIbIK
MIHE3-KYJIBIFBIHJIAFbl ©3TEPICTEP/Il QJICYMETTIK 3€pTTEYJCPAIH HOTHXKEIIEPIMEH CabICThIPMAaIIbI
Tangay oIicTepi KougaHbuabl. JKacTapablH BOK MOJIEHHETIH KaJIBIITACTBIPYAAFbl PO, Ka3ipri
3aMaHFbl KACTBIK TPEHATEPHIH TypJepi KapacTepbuibl. Kazipri Ka3akCTaHIBIK KOFaMJIarbl
xkactapaslH TpeHarepi MeH Ilerbic EBpoma enpepinzeri kactapAblH AYHUETaHBIMBIHIAFBI
TYHCIKTEP/IIH €Ki TYpJI CHUIIaTTapFa M€ €KEHMAIT aHBIKTAIAbl. MeMJIEKEeTTIK cascaTThIH KacTap
MoceJIeCiHerT TYHTKUIII Hapce, OJI emlaHAail dJeyMETTIK — CasiCH yIepicTepre apaiacKbIChl
kenMenTiH NEET — skactap KOHTHHTEHTIHIH KOFaMABIK IIKipiepi 3epTTeiai. AHTPOIIOIOTHUSIIBIK
KOo3Kapacka COMKec jkacTap aHa YpIaK, JJICYMETTIK MHIUBUJ PETIHAC 3MITMPUKAIBIK JKOHE
TPAHCICHICHTA/IBI CYOBEKT OOJIBIN caHaabl. byl xacTapIbIH YPIAKThIK ca0aKTaCThIKTA YKaHA
KYHIBUIBIKTApFAa 13JICHICIMEH CHIATTAIFaHBIMCH, OJIAPJbIH KOFAMJBIK MPAaKTHKATAPBIHBIH
QIICI3IIT calfapblHAH AAlbIH OIay TYpJEpiH TYTHIHYIIBUIBIK MalbIMMEH KOJIJAHBICKA EHT13yiH
Oinmipeni. JlereHMeH jxactap oJ€YMETTIK TOIN PETIHAEC PYXaHWJIBIK 13JCHICTETi JIeyMEeTTIK
CYOBEKT peTiHJe OpHBIFaAbl. JKacTapablH KOFaMIIbIK MiHE3-KYJIBIFbIHA MTO3UTUBTLIIK TOH KOHE
omapablH OaceiM  Oemiri  OumiMAepAi, KYHIBUIBIKTApAbl TpPaHCUEHACHTAIAB (QopMaIapabl
KOHCTPYKIUsiIay KaOlieTTepiHe ue.

KiaT ce3aep: >xactap, aJ€yMeTTIK TOI, KYHABUIBIKTAP, OMIPIIK JKOHE UACSIIBIK TPEHATED,
QIIEYMETTIK JIEPEKTEP, MiHE3-KYJIbIK, KOFaMJIBIK MIKip.
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MoJioaé:Xb U CONMAJIBHO-KYJIbTYPHbIC ICHHOCTH: COBPEMEHHbIC TEHACHINHU U
TpaHchopManun

AHHOTanus. B craTtke paccMOTpeHBl AacHeKThl COIHATBHO-(PHIOCOPCKOTO aHalu3a
B3TJISI0B M LIEHHOCTEH MOJOJeXH. MOIOeXb Kak collManbHas TpyMra u3ydeHa Kak oapomerp,
OTIPEICIISAIONNNA HWHJEKC pa3BUTHS OOIMIECTB. AKTyadbHOCTh TEMBI CTaThU COCTaBIISET
HCCIICIOBAaHNE MOJIOJIKU KaK CyObeKTa OOIIEeCTBEHHBIX TpeoOpa3oBaHUil U 0O0BEKTa
TOCY/IapCTBEHHOW MOJIMTUKH. MOJIOJIEKE SBISACTCS CYOBEKTOM CO3HIATEIBHOU JCSATCILHOCTH,
00Ja1al0M YHUKAIBHBIMU IIEHHOCTSMU B KOHTEKCTE 3HAYCHHI HOBOTO MOKOJIeHUs. B craThe
WCIIOJIb30BaHbl METOJBI CPAaBHUTEIBHOIO aHalIW3a HW3MEHEHHWH OOIIeCTBEHHOTO IIOBEICHUS
MOJIOJIKU C pPe3yabTaTaMH COILMANTBHBIX HCCIeAoBaHUU. PaccMoTpeHa ponb MOJOAEKH B
(hOpMUPOBAHUH BOK KYJIBTYPHI, BUJIBI COBPEMEHHBIX MOJIOJICKHBIX TPEHJIOB. Y CTaHOBJICHO, UTO
TPEH]IBI MOJIOJIEKH B COBPEMEHHOM Ka3aXCTAaHCKOM OOIIECTBE U BOCIPHUSATHE B MUPOBO33PECHHUU
MOJIOZISKH B CTpaHax Boctounoit EBpombl mmeroT aBa xapakrtepa. bbuta m3zydeHa mpoOiema
TOCY/IapCTBEHHOW TMOJIUTUKA B BOIMPOCAX MOJIOAEKH, OOIIECTBEHHOE MHEHHME KOHTHHTEHTA
NEET-mononexu, KOTOpble HE XOTSAT BMENIMBATHCS HU B KAaKHWE COIUATBHO-TIOJIMTUYECKHE
nporecchl. COrllacHO aHTPOMOJOTHYECKOMY TMOJXOAY, MOJOJEXb KaK HOBOE IOKOJICHUE,
COIMATTLHBIA WHIAUBHUI SBIISCTCS IMITUPUICCKUM CYOBEKTOM. ITO O3HAYAET, YTO MOJIOJIBIC JIFOIH,
XOTS U XapaKTEPHU3yIOTCS MOMCKOM HOBBIX IIEHHOCTEH B PENpPOAYKTUBHON MPEEMCTBEHHOCTH, B
CHUIy cnaboi OOIIECTBEHHONW TPAKTUKH BHEIAPSIOT TOTOBBIE (OPMBI  MBIIUICHUS C
NOTPEOUTENHCKUM MOAX0A0M. [103TOMY 00IIECTBEHHOE HACTPOSHUE MOJIOICIKH XaPAKTEPU3YETCSI
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INO3UTUBHOCTBIO, W JIA OOJIBIIMHCTBA M3 HHX XapaKTCPHbI HABBIKH HECIOCOOHOCTH
KOHCTPYHUPOBATh 3HAHUWA, HCHHOCTHU, TPAHCHCHACHTAJIbHBIC (bOpMBI.

KiarueBble cioBa: MOJIOACKDb, CONHAIbHAA I'pyIilid, HUCHHOCTH, )KU3HCHHBIC U PII[CﬁHBIG
TPEHABI, COMUAJIBHBIC JaHHBIC.
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Genclik ve Sosyo-Kiiltiirel Degerler: Giiniimiiz Egilimleri ve Doniisiimleri

Ozet. Bu makale, genglerin bakis agilari ve degerlerinin sosyo-felsefi analizine
odaklanmaktadir. Genglik, toplumlarin gelisim diizeyini belirleyen énemli bir gosterge olarak,
sosyal bir grup g¢ercevesinde incelenmistir. Makalenin giincelligi, gencligin toplumsal
dontisiimlerin 6znesi ve devlet politikalarinin nesnesi olarak degerlendirilmesine dayanmaktadir.
Gengler, yeni neslin degerleri baglaminda kendine 6zgii kiiltiirel ve toplumsal dinamiklere sahip
yaratict bireyler olarak ele alinmaktadir. Caligmada, genglerin toplumsal davranislarinda
gozlemlenen degisimlerin sosyal arastirmalarin bulgulariyla karsilastirmali analizine yer
verilmistir. Genglerin wok kiiltiiriiniin olusumundaki etkisi ve ¢cagdas genglik egilimlerinin tiirleri
incelenmistir. Arastirmalar, modern Kazakistan toplumundaki genclik egilimleri ile Dogu Avrupa
ilkelerindeki genclerin diinya goriisli algilar1 arasinda iki farkli karakterin bulundugunu ortaya
koymaktadir. Devlet politikalarinin genclik meselelerindeki rolii ve hi¢bir sosyo-politik siirece
katilmak istemeyen NEET genclerinin kamuoyundaki yansimalar1 detayli olarak ele alinmigtir.
Antropolojik yaklasima gore genclik, hem yeni nesli temsil eden bir grup hem de sosyal bir birey
olarak ampirik bir 6zne olarak kabul edilmektedir. Bu baglamda, gencler her ne kadar lireme
stirekliligi i¢inde yeni degerler arayisinda olsalar da, yetersiz sosyal deneyimler nedeniyle hazir
diistince kaliplarini tiiketici bir bakis agisiyla benimsemektedirler. Bu durum, genglerin toplumsal
tutumlarinin genel olarak olumlu bir seyir izledigini, ancak cogunun bilgi iiretme, deger insa etme
ve agkin diisiince bigimleri olusturma becerilerinde yetersiz kaldigini gostermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Genglik, Sosyal Grup, Degerler, Toplumsal Egilimler, Diinya Goriisii,
Sosyal Veriler.

Introduction

Young people as a social group represent the demographic and social quality of any society.
In modern thinking, young people aged 14 to 35 years are known as the most active part of society.
By February 03 th of 2025 the population of the Republic of Kazakhstan reached the number of
20 million 284 thousand people (Sariev, 2025). In the science of philosophy, the measure of the
age of one generation is 30 years. This methodology was based on the age of the Plato profile of
50 young people who became mature and wise. Therefore, the concept of 50 years as the age of
wisdom that was proposed by Plato has now become an electoral qualification for the leaders of
countries. The years of growth of generations and adulthood of a person from 14 to 35 years are
studied due to changes in modern trends of globalization, the needs of labor markets.

In the traditional and Muslim mindset of the Kazakh people, a maturity of a person is
considered to be associated at the age of thirteen due to the becoming of an innkeeper of a family,
which is known as social responsibility and ethical duty. According to the demographic
distribution of the total population for July 2023, the number of young people aged 14-35 years
was 5 million 700 thousand. This indicator represents 29% of the total population and determines
that 50% of the demographic and age structure of Kazakhstan society are children, adolescents and
young people aged from 1 to 35 (National Bureau of Statistics, 2023). The society of Kazakhstan

54



HIKMET, Nel (3), 2025 ISSN-p 3007-858X
ISSN-e 3007-8598

is counted as one of the future in terms of demographics.The necessity of determining the median
age of offspring lies in the education of youth based on the progressive conditions of continuity
from the grandfather and the older generation.

The relevance of the contemporary youth period is determined by examining their creative
activities as a social subject. The change in youth values over time and the spirit of the era is
characterized by dialectical contradictions from the perspective of modern multiculturalism, with
national and global cultures divided into essential opposites. The aim of studying the
characteristics of the contemporary youth period is to conduct a comparative analysis of trends in
youth social behavior. The research objectives of the article are to consider youth as a subject of
continuous value change, to examine current social problems of youth, intergenerational
relationships in their activities, and new directions in state youth policy. According to theoretical
research, young people are regarded as empirical subjects, and their views are defined as a
statistical group in everyday life. Young people possess qualities of understanding the spirit of the
times, but they often fail to transform it into an object of sacred philosophical understanding. Youth
is considered a source of spiritual energy, alongside the consumption of experiences established
by historical consciousness, as a source of new ideas in public service.

Young people transform opportunities into reality by synthesizing economic creativity and
technocratic thinking in politically free societies. This social activity is characterized by the ability
of young people to translate ideological, cultural, and material trends from the form of phenomena
into self-awareness, existential meaning, and existential melancholy, with an interest in world
culture, inner cultural energy, a free spirit, and existential excitement. However, social cohesion
does not constitute a linear chain but is established through the blending of ethnic, political,
religious, and generational identities. This will provoke an awakening effect characteristic of youth
behavior.

Methods

The article employs methods of conceptual and comparative analysis as scientific research
techniques. These research tools were utilized to highlight the forms and phenomenal
characteristics of youth social behavior, as well as philosophical conclusions and opinions. The
results of social studies examining public opinion of youth regarding social phenomena were used
to identify changes and deviations in youth behavior. The analytical report on the sociological
study “Social Attitudes of NEET Youth in Kazakhstan”, published by the Youth Research Center
in 2022, served as empirical data in the study of the youth phenomenon. Additionally, the
analytical report on the sociological study “Youth of Kazakhstan” which was published in 2023,
and “Formation” which was published in 2021 under the guidance of UNICEF, were also used.
The results of the analytical study “Sustaining Generation in Central Asia and Europe” were also
utilized.

Results

The category of young generation is studied as a branch of Youth studies in social and
philosophical science. Young people are studied philosophically as a new force, a new idea, a
source of spirit and activity, a source of energy.

Wilhelm Windelband defines the values associated with the worldview of young people,
people in general as “a modern person is a rejector by its nature” (Windelband, 1995: 139). This
type of thinking is characterized by a conscious rejection of the general cultural assimilation, but
it does not mean a rejection of the real, high ethical values of human life; on the contrary, it means
a deeper understanding of the essence of the correspondence of old ethical values and life
principles of a new life, a new society, and critical views.

According to the research of Wilhelm Windelband, each philosophical system concepts the
spirit of its time with its historical and life moments. New generations can not accept steady states
and forms that do not acknowledge the changes of the era. After all, each generation tends towards
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an inner movement of life, creativity, they correspond to new content, tasks of modernity, and
determine the movement and direction of traditions. He states “We cannot accept the past as
unchanged, i.e. we ourselves have become different” (Windelband, 1995: 295). Intergenerational
relations are marked by values such as wisdom, morality, life mastery, and practical knowledge
acquisition, as well as the establishment of labor divisions. There is a shared human aspiration for
peace, freedom, creativity, and the fight against injustice. Additionally, originality, the cultivation
of willpower, the reinforcement of strengths, and the promotion of activity are integral aspects.
These values underpin the cultivation of critical thinking regarding the significance of public
service between older and younger generations within societal realms.

According to the opinion of Wilhelm Windelband, the greatest shortcoming of the younger
generation is its tendency to overlook the importance of historical knowledge in contemporary
education. In many cases, there is a lack of time and opportunity for reassessing the lessons of
history. Individuals should be nurtured on the basis of historical thinking, which enables them to
attain personal enrichment, tenderness, freedom, and independence in their inner lives, as well as
uniqueness. This can be realized through historical collective thinking of humankind and
generations. However, the characteristic awakening effect among youth leads to a reassessment of
the dominance of historical consciousness, resisting the one-sidedness of comprehensive,
deductive thinking.

According to Karl Jaspers, the aim of educating the younger generation is based on creating
a unified spirit through intellect and knowledge. The education of the new generation serves as a
means of shaping the personality of the future individual.

By the assessment of Karl Jaspers the role of young people in society, considering them as
agents who define the future. The phenomenon of enantiodromia is characteristic of both
individual and collective consciousness among the youth. This results from a misconception of
values in the effort to fill voids in the spiritual needs of young people. From the perspective of
juvenile studies, the social image of youth encompasses value differentiation and a tendency
towards stigmatization. As a consequence of stigma formation, young individuals often find
themselves influenced by deviant and delinquent environments, leading to confusion manifesting
as irrational behavior. Enantiodromia in consciousness fosters socially positive, dynamic thinking
through forms of civilized virtue and charity. In contrast, enantiodromia in the collective
unconscious triggers the awakening of the “Oedipal teenager” consciousness (as described by A.
Panarin), leading to the emergence of a criminal personality and associated feelings of hatred.

He emphasizes“Everyone clearly knows that whoever conquers the youth will be the master
of the future. Education, born in the spirit of integrity, largely acknowledges that young people do
not mature on their own. They respect, listen, believe, and hold no significance as young people;
or young people are preparing for the future and new opportunities. In a state of decline, youth
itself acquires intrinsic value. Thus, young people feel like a source” (Jaspers, 1994: 354 ). This
is the reason why a maximalist attitude predominates among the young generation. In general,
young people are understood and valued as a social group, which is represented by the archetype
of the “fullness of the sun” by the theory of Carl Gustav Jung. “For the youth, the morning star
seems like the birth of Cholpan, while for the older generation, it appears to be sinking into the
swamp of habits” (Hegel, 1974: 108). Young people have always been counted as the main force
of society. The Kazakh philosopher Sergey Kolchigin opines youth as “driven by a vision of the
future, young minds are eager to accelerate progress. They continuously engage with reality to
shape a world that aligns with their consciousness, demonstrating immense creative potential”
(Kolchigin, 2020: 4).

At the same time, Sergey Kolchigin highlights that equivalence and relevance to existence
is the primary quality of youth, and defines time as an idea, a form of judgment, and a point of
view. If young people are deprived of the function of thinking about time as a social idea, its values
may settle in a void and shape a generation that is weak, inactive, lethargic, with a carnival-like
consciousness and reclusive variability. Therefore, the state, society, and culture should be

56



HIKMET, Nel (3), 2025 ISSN-p 3007-858X
ISSN-e 3007-8598

interested in synthesizing spirituality and experience within the collective consciousness of the
youth.

Discussion

One of the foundational principles of the national, cultural, and youth policy of the
Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan is the continuity of generations and the development
of family values. This principle is established by the norms of the Law of the Republic of
Kazakhstan “On State Youth Policy”. This direction is articulated as one of the objectives of the
state youth policy, as outlined in Paragraph 2, Article 3 of the law, which states “Continuity of
generations and the priority of family education” (Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 2015). To
implement the corresponding principle of this law, the “Generations of Independence” project is
currently being executed. The goal of this project is to provide grant funding for the achievements
of active youth in Kazakhs society in the fields of science, culture, information technology,
business, and the mass media. The amount of the financial grant is 3 million tenge.

To ensure continuity and security across generations, the National Development Plan of the
Republic of Kazakhstan until 2025 incorporates the concepts of the creative, future, and younger
generations. The future generation is defined as a cohort dedicated to fostering an innovative
culture, stimulating scientific and technological endeavors, enhancing success, competitiveness,
and creativity to advance human well-being and financial prosperity. According to this national
plan, “the educational process for the younger generation encompasses elements such as a passion
for learning, a healthy lifestyle, professional accomplishments, love for their land, village, region,
homeland, culture, language, and a sensible upbringing approach” (President of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, 2021). The advancement of intergenerational succession within Kazakh society in a
positive and innovative trajectory is imperative in the contemporary global landscape.

The philosophy of youth examines evolving behavioral models and shifting values. To
investigate transformations in the social identity of youth, the Youth Research Center conducts an
annual social study titled “Youth of Kazakhstan” culminating in a national report. This social
survey encompasses 2,000 respondents aged 14-35 years. According to the study, young people
prioritize family (72.6%), friendship (32.3%), health (26.9%), faith and religion (18.7%), and
peace of mind (17.5%) as key values (Akhantaeva et al, 2023: 54). The preference for intangible
values among youth of Kazakhstan highlights a psychological continuity across generations. This
phenomenon is attributed to the historically low levels of political engagement observed in the
social behavior of the older generation. Consequently, conformist values, imparted by the
preceding generation, exert a significant influence on the consciousness of the younger cohort.

This trend reflects the positive and virtuous influence of public opinion in the genesis of
social time in this situation. While maintaining the influence of traditional values in managing the
lives of young people is a positive development, it does result in limited time for personal growth.
In this study, the public opinion of young people includes “profession (2.9%), public recognition
(3.4%), having power (4%)” (Akhantaeva et al, 2023: 55), which characterizes the lack of
enthusiasm in their activities. The value orientations of social, political and cultural knowledge of
young people are significantly influenced by social institutions and the individual. In order to
determine their cognitive orientation to the question “Whose opinion do you trust?” young people
answered as follows: “representatives of authorities (30.4%), there are no such people (19.4%),
leaders of political parties (10.3%), scientists (10 %), businessmen (9 %), doctors (9 %),
winemakers (4.1 %), athletes (4.1 %) indicated that they believe” (Akhantaeva et al, 2023: 55).
The presence of such an attitude in the minds of young people indicates that they accept a ready-
made form of thinking and are not prepared for critical, cognitive, research activities.

A key area of research in the philosophy of youth is the development of their comprehensive
humanitarian and technical knowledge in matters related to public, state, and national security. It
is essential to enhance the proficiency of young individuals in scientific domains and economic
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activities through the use of information media and television, as well as to raise the level of
awareness and popularity regarding these subjects.

In the realm of socio-political behavior among youth, there exists a noteworthy phenomenon
where a pessimistic disposition coexists with optimistic perspectives. This apparent contradiction
stems from the adoption of youth values characterized by skepticism, activism, universality, and a
pursuit of societal welfare and goodness. Consequently, they exhibit a skeptical stance towards
impediments in the political landscape and disruptions in the operation of social mechanisms.

Researcher Botakoz Rakisheva, in her study among youth, identifies several factors
influencing youth migration abroad. These factors include economic conditions, socio-
psychological factors, conditions in the education sphere, as well as a cluster of political factors.

Simultaneously, youth emigration is attributed to factors such as “ineffective state
governance, official irresponsibility, inclinations towards corruption; absence of opportunities for
self-realization and career advancement, professional necessity; low levels of national
development, retrogression; lack of confidence in the future for themselves and their offspring;
unemployment, inadequate social safety nets, inferior healthcare and educational standards,
frequent human rights infringements” (Rakisheva, 2020: 20). Social research findings reveal that
older generations serve as a guiding influence in shaping the generational consciousness and
values among youth.

Survey participants among young adults displayed a high level of religious affiliation, with
83% professing belief in religion, 8.9% adhering to daily religious rituals, and 38.1% observing
religious ceremonies during specific holidays. Conversely, 36.1% abstained from religious
practices entirely. The primary sources of religious knowledge for respondents were parents and
relatives (41.8%), lifelong exposure (27.3%), specialized literature and the Internet (4.1%), and
discussions with religious authorities (3.8%). Notably, 8.6% reported no specific influence, 6.4%
attributed their religious identification to significant life events, and 4.7% remained undecided
(Rakisheva, 2020: 58). This societal perspective highlights that the religious identity of youth often
develops without formal religious education or structured guidance. The implications of this
scenario are significant, especially concerning the rapid dissemination of extremist influences on
the religious consciousness of young people in society.

New trends have emerged in the social construction of the contemporary youth worldview.
These trends encompass concepts such as VUCA since 1985, and more recently, BANI, RUPT,
TUNA since 2020, which denote generational features of worldview and economic culture. The
overarching aim of these ideological trends is to facilitate individuals' adaptation to global changes
and foster new leadership capacities commensurate with global transformations.

The concept of a VUCA worldview embodies the strategic imperative of managing
leadership and decision-making in the present by evaluating them through the lenses of volatility,
uncertainty, complexity, and ambiguity.

Instability refers to the gradual rate of changes and challenging obstacles encountered in
daily life. Uncertainty is marked by the complexity of predicting and measuring external events,
as well as the variability of the social environment. Complexity is defined by the sheer volume of
information that complicates its processing. Ambiguity is characterized by the difficulty in
interpreting events and navigating conflicting interests.

A model reflecting changes in youth values is the BANI model. Jamais Cascio who is an
author states: “We’re living in the age of chaos, the age that stubbornly rejects structures. It is not
just instability, that is found as reality” (Cascio, 2024). The BANI model describes changes in the
world through the values of brittleness, anxiety, non-linearity, and incomprehensibility.

Brittleness in the BANI model characterizes the world as inherently fragile and susceptible
to systemic crises, highlighting the need for young people to prioritize values associated with
resilience and stability. Danger and fear emphasize the criticality of decision-making moments,
urging the youth to cultivate virtues of vigilance and courage. Non-linearity underscores the
potential for profound consequences from erroneous decisions, where events may unfold swiftly
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but their impacts unfold gradually, necessitating nuanced comprehension and adaptive responses
from young individuals. Inaccessibility denotes the world unpredictability due to an overflow of
information, thereby emphasizing the importance for youth to uphold values of intuition and
openness to navigate uncertainties effectively.

The RUPT model is characterized by the values of speed, unpredictability, paradoxicality,
and entanglement.

The TUNA modelsymbolizes a framework that captures the essence of passion,
unpredictability, romanticism, and diversity in contemporary contexts.

“Financial independence (48.1%), remote work (26%), religiosity (14.4%), lack of authority
figures (11.4%), freedom of participation (10.2%), fitness and diet, proper nutrition (5.9%), unity
in values (5.1%)” (Akhantaeva et al, 2023: 87). Changes in youth social behavior are multifaceted
and shaped by diverse circumstances. The predominant adoption of financial independence by a
significant majority of youth as a contemporary trend signifies a pivotal resource for economic
development.

The trend towards remote work underscores its efficacy within the Kazakhstan labor market
and educational sector. This is primarily attributed to the efficient organization of work processes
facilitated by information technologies, resulting in notable reductions in both financial costs and
time expenditures.

The culture of youth participation in public processes remains nascent, particularly evident
among urban dwellers, where it manifests sporadically through acts of activism.

Five key problematic directions have been identified regarding the worldview of youth and
their social and economic needs:

1) Youth require financial support;

2) The issue of youth unemployment;

3) Youth migration from rural to urban areas, and from their home country to foreign
countries;

4) Housing for youth;

5) Effective organization of youth leisure activities and support for education.

Therefore, state youth policy is implemented comprehensively, with programs such as “Back
to the village with a Diploma”, “Green Country”, “Youth Practice”, “Youth Cadre Reserve”,
“Recruitment of the Best Young Graduates into lower administrative positions in public service
without competition”, and “Youth Housing”. This is because young people inherently face issues
such as lack of confidence in the future, intolerance towards corruption, need for high-speed
Internet access, difficulties in employment related to their profession and lack of work experience,
as well as insufficient information about the labor market from employment centers.

UNICEF conducted a study aimed at identifying generational differences among young
people in Eastern Europe and Central Asia. The research revealed distinct approaches to youth
issues within the society of Kazakhstan. Specifically, youth in Eastern European countries are
characterized by a focus on acquiring labor and entrepreneurial skills during school age and within
educational institutions, adapting these skills to market demands, promoting inclusivity in
education and communication, and addressing challenges related to green ecology and digital
economy. Respondents participating in the study were asked if schools are preparing them for the
future, yielding the following responses: “very little preparation” (39%), “not preparing at all”
(17%), “preparing to some extent” (32.8%), and “fully preparing” (11%) (UNICEF & European
Education Foundation, 2021: 5). This underscores one of the current challenges facing the
education system in Kazakhstan. In the process of youth vocational education, there exists a gap
between theoretical knowledge and practical application, as well as practical knowledge.

In the mentioned UNICEF study, generational time is defined as the acquisition of new
knowledge at all stages of life, mastering skills that are sustainable, professional, competitive, and
socially just. Among the respondents, “critical thinking and problem-solving skills” (32.5%),
foreign language proficiency (26.1%), creativity and entrepreneurship (12.6%), digital skills
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(6.2%), group collaboration (5.7%), mathematical and scientific innovations (5.3%), and technical
skills (4.8%) are deemed essential for their professional endeavors (UNICEF & European
Education Foundation, 2021: 25). These competencies are considered valuable by the youth of
Kazakhstan because in the modern world, the unrestricted flow of information places a premium
on critical thinking skills to enhance human capabilities.

Critical thinking ensures inclusivity, human equality, and protects against discrimination.
The significance of critical thinking in the minds of youth leads to flexibility in the job market, a
deep understanding of the world, and the attainment of a high quality of life.

The disparity between theoretical knowledge and practical skills within the economic system
of society contributes to the issue of NEET youth. NEET youth constitute a social group of young
individuals who are neither employed nor engaged in education or training, often exhibiting low
economic and political interest. This term was introduced by the International Labour Organization
to address the elimination of youth unemployment.

The formula for determining NEET youth is expressed as follows: NEET (%) =
(Unemployed youth + Youth not in the labor force) - (Unemployed youth in education or training)
+ (Youth not in the labor force in education or vocational training) / Total youth population * 100.

President of the Republic of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev stated this in his address
at the closing ceremony of the Year of Youth on December 10, 2019. “Many generations of our
ancestors dreamed that their successors would live in an independent, free, virtuous state and live
happily. The number of children under 14 in the country has exceeded 5 million, but the number
of NEET youth, who are not engaged in public life and are not employed, is increasing, with
inactive individuals comprising 20% of the total youth population” (Tokayev, 2019).

The prevalence of NEET youth in society is primarily attributed to their delayed integration
into professional activities and high unemployment rates. In Kazakhstan, for instance, “the NEET
youth rate was 6.9%, varying between 4.4% to 3.5% in the well-developed industrial regions of
Pavlodar, Petropaviovsk, Kostanay, and Abai districts, and reaching 12.6% in the newly
established Ulytausky district, despite its smaller population” (Tokayev, 2019). The lower rates
observed in Pavlodar, Petropavlovsk, and Kostanay regions can be explained by youth migration
from border regions to the Russian Federation in pursuit of employment opportunities.

In 2022, the Youth Research Center conducted a mass survey and in-depth interviews with
young people aged 14 to 28 to identify the characteristics of NEET youth in Kazakhstan, their
interactions with state institutions, and their social image.

The study analyzed the reasons for the disengagement of youth from societal activities,
including labor processes, political affairs, and cultural-creative engagement, and incorporated a
sample of 2,000 respondents. At the time of the study, the values held by the NEET youth group
included “establishing a strong family (47.1%), earning a higher income (37.9%), owning a home
or apartment (37.9%), securing a good and interesting job (32.6%), maintaining good health
(36.5%), receiving a good education among intangible values (30.1%), gaining a good and loyal
friend (22.4%), helping others (12.7%), and starting their own business (11.6%)” (UNICEF &
European Education Foundation, 2021, 8). From these values, we can observe that most
contemporary young people aim to earn a substantial income and find an engaging job. However,
due to behaviors such as laziness and idleness, there is a low level of self-assessment regarding
their capabilities, risk-taking, and decision-making among young people. The lack of
systematization in entrepreneurial behavior and skills among youth has resulted in the insufficient
establishment of pragmatic and critical thinking values at their level. Overall, the conflict of critical
thinking among NEET youth can be discerned through their perceptions of the future. According
to the study, there is a balance in youth behavior between trust and hope for the country and their
own future, as opposed to reflections on the future, indifference, and fear. Specifically, the attitudes
of respondents towards the future included “not thinking about the future (11.1%), despair (2.5%),
indifference (6.7%), anxiety and fear (18.6%), confidence (22.6%), and hope (35.6%)”
(Akhantaeva et al, 2023: 20). Youth represent the most adaptable segment of society and can easily
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and effectively undergo processes of professional and ideological retraining. They can be
reoriented towards engineering education and vocational training in alignment with contemporary
technological processes.

The NEET youth category should not be regarded as a manifestation of deviant behavior, as
unlawful conduct and criminal activity do not emerge from the indifference and passivity exhibited
by young individuals. However, the disengagement of youth from societal participation, leading
to low wages, psychological stress, and arrogance, is deemed an unacceptable prospect for the
future. Discrimination against youth based on age and gender, coupled with a tendency to exhibit
skepticism towards the work ethic of young women, constitutes an inappropriate and unjustifiable
attitude.

Personal and social markers characteristic of young generations:

— instead of scientific literature, there is a preference for light, non-classical works and
fragmented thinking based on social media data;

— formation of a generation that perceives national traditions negatively due to religious
beliefs;

— the increase in the number of young people who respect national traditions but do not
actively practice them is reflected in the emergence of casual relationships during family
formation, the rise of civil marriages, and women marrying later than 30 years old, which contrasts
with traditional Eastern norms;

— the preservation of youth embracing national traditions as a way of life, even when young
individuals do not know each other personally in familial relationships, often entering into
marriages arranged by parents and matchmakers;

— the increasing tendency among youth to address socio-economic challenges through
resorting to corruption;

— the persistence of Russian language dominance in both official and informal language
usage, accompanied by an increase in the consumption and influence of Russian propaganda tools;

— the formation of youth capable of discerning false information and engaging in critical
thinking;

— the increasing demand for the English language;

— although an economically literate generation has indeed materialized, the cultivation of a
skeptical mindset is intricately tied to the disruption of social mobility structures.

In the country, there are currently 227 youth centers and 547 youth public organizations
tasked with managing and regulating the social activities of youth. However, effective solutions
for addressing the social challenges faced by rural youth and organizing their leisure activities
remain underdeveloped. Consequently, many young people endeavor to alter their values by
migrating to urban centers.

All respondents in the study spend their leisure time with friends (75.6%), family (51.8%),
relatives (38.7%), virtual space (14.8%), hobbies, sports (6.8%), highlighting that they spend time
with partners, acquaintances (14.4%) (Youth Research Center, 2022: 42). As a result of improperly
organized leisure time among youth, there occurs a radicalization of their social behavior,
emigration for work abroad, and addiction to drugs. Young people are inclined to be interested in
new things, worry about them, and try them out.

From a philosophical perspective, contemporaries and the younger generation often view
those who uncover a new type of truth as mad. Reason and intellect become tools of will, while
youth's recognition of values becomes blurred. The recklessness of young people makes them
prone to an easy life, diminishes the value of work and concern, and consequently transforms their
lives into passion. These actions present a negative social image of youth in modern society.
Particularly among youth, there is a rapid spread of drug addiction, the so-called “meth generation”
and their involvement in gambling.

According to the report of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan
dated March 14, 2023, “in our country, 90 thousand people are registered as alcoholics, and 18
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thousand people are on the list of drug addicts, diseases, of which 1,500 are women, more than
100 are minors” (Akhmetzhanov, 2023).While drug addiction is a disease of the century, this social
problem intensifies among youth and is a primary cause of the emergence and growth of criminal
activity. Therefore, state regulation in this sphere should be comprehensive, guided by
generational consciousness, thinking, and the characteristics specific to youth.

Paul Natorp states that the younger generation experiences a strong need for community,
friendship, companionship, and a love for glory. “The younger generation has embraced the
traditions of the industrial era, the most fashionable, a very large wave of life. They are fully
devoted to life, not sensing its wrongness and danger. Therefore, young people try to justify their
actions by achieving the truth of freedom” (Natorp, 2006: 200). As values for improving youth
education, economic activity, freedom, independence, individuality, extracurricular education, and
self-reliance are highlighted.

On March 28, 2023, the Government adopted a Resolution approving the concept of the state
youth policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan for the years 2023-2029. The concept is structured
around 7 main directions. It addresses pertinent integrative issues concerning youth policy
development. Among these, notable initiatives include projects such as “First Task” and
“Generational Contract”.

According to the first employment project, unemployed youth will be facilitated in securing
employment for a duration of 24 months through state employment centers. They will receive
subsidies equivalent to 30 monthly wage indicators in a lump sum disbursed by local akimats
(administrative authorities).

The Generational Contract project envisages the replacement of citizens reaching retirement
age with youth, thereby facilitating the employment of youth for a period of 18 months.
Additionally, it proposes to subsidize the wages of young population for six consecutive months
(Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 2023). Overall, significant changes have occurred in
the youth policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. For instance, these include ensuring a youth quota
in the elections of deputies to the majilis and maslikhats (30%), increasing the proportion of youth
in the civil service sector (27.9%), providing grants to youth for education under the “Serpin”
program, offering loans at preferential rates for youth entrepreneurship, and providing housing to
families under 35 years of age.

Conclusion

Humanity is progressing towards the establishment of a post-industrial world characterized
by advancements in knowledge and scientific technologies within a futuristic framework. The
transition necessitates a societal shift towards prioritizing thought and creativity to emancipate
itself from the constraints of industrialism. While the realization of a post-industrial future remains
aspirational, it is increasingly materializing in developed nations such as the USA, Japan, South
Korea, and China. These countries leverage achievements from the scientific and technological
revolutions to develop water-powered vehicles, aircraft, and ergonomically designed smart cities.
The surge in the value of digital currencies reflects their impact on the global market, highlighting
the continued interdependence between industrial goods and financial assets. However, the
primary aspiration of futurists for a post-industrial society centers on eliminating economic and
gender inequalities. The integration of Henri Bergson's concept of consciousness encompassing
time has become feasible through digital technologies, underscoring their transformative potential
in shaping future societal frameworks.

The engagement of our generations in this process is realized through their adoption of a
pragmatic understanding of technology and a recognition of social responsibility expressed
through cultural and civilizational creativity. By transcending consumerism, a productive society
can be cultivated through the gradual integration of technological tools into our societal fabric.
This multifaceted process underscores the need for individuals, society, and the state to
collaboratively establish a unified reality, harmonizing their efforts to transform societal dynamics.
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There is a pressing need to integrate digital literacy and ethical skills into the values of
contemporary youth. Young people and adolescents possess high levels of digital literacy, which,
in turn, prompts them to intrude into the personal spaces of others and influence their psychological
behaviors. Many young individuals confuse the status of digital nomads with the issue of internet
usage at home and on smartphones. Consequently, numerous young people fall prey to criminal
financial groups in the online realm and suffer consequences by investing money in virtual stock
exchanges. State policies concerning security should oversee the activities of financial groups and
establish legal norms to combat cyberattacks.

Youth represents the contemporary personality developed within the framework of
modernity. The entelechy of youth in motion is defined as a social group characterized by features
of disorientation and criticism of the experience of the older generation, non-acceptance, search
for their own path, and wandering. The social image of youth is marked by the enantiodromia of
consciousness, the search for their place in the division of labor, and creative activities. This is
determined based on the conflict between global and local trends among youth. The significance
of values such as human equality, inclusivity, green ecology, digital economy, foreign language
study, entrepreneurship, creativity, and critical thinking has been identified as pivotal for global
youth trends. The social image of the young generation of Kazakhstan is characterized by values
of financial independence, freedom, interest in power, and an increase in religious faith due to
unemployment.

This contradiction is characterized by the aspiration of the youth to work abroad. Global
generational trends are changing, marked by the era of woke culture and digital nomadism. This
shift is driven by a growing number of youth movements addressing social, gender equality, and
societal issues. Therefore, it is imperative for the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan to
transform the tasks outlined in the concept of state youth policy for the years 2023-2029 into a
tangible state program. It is essential to establish governmental bodies capable of managing the
needs and ideas of the entire youth of Kazakhstan from a single platform. Centralized management
bodies should assume responsibility for youth social, cultural, and volunteer work.
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