ISSN-p 2306-7365

SACAYH YHUBEPCHTETIHIH XABAPIIIBICHI, Nel (131), 2024 ISSN-e 2664-0686

https://www.doi.org/10.47526/2024-1/2664-0686.37 UDC 372.881.1; SRSTI 14.35.09

A.K. KALDAROVA®“L2®2 M A, VASQUEZ"?
'PhD Doctoral Student of Kazakh Ablai Khan University of International Relations and World Languages
(Kazakhstan, Almaty), e-mail: a.kaldarova@iitu.edu.kz
2Senior Lecturer of International Information Technology University
(Kazakhstan, Almaty), e-mail: m.vasquez@iitu.edu.kz

EFFECTIVENESS OF POSTER PRESENTATION METHOD FOR VOCABULARY
ENHANCEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

Abstract. This paper investigates the impact of employing poster-making activities on the
vocabulary proficiency of intermediate-level International Information Technology Students. The
study focuses on a sample of four groups, each comprising 15 students, randomly assigned to either
the treatment or control condition. The treatment group engages in structured poster-making
exercises centered around IT-related terminology, while the control group receives conventional
vocabulary instruction through traditional methods. Pre- and post-assessments, consisting of
standardized vocabulary tests, will be administered to all four groups to measure vocabulary
acquisition. Statistical analysis will be employed to compare the pre- and post-test scores between
the treatment and control groups, while controlling for any initial differences in vocabulary
proficiency.

This article strictly adheres to a quantitative methodology, focusing on objective
measurements of vocabulary gains. The study aims to provide empirical evidence regarding the
effectiveness of poster-making activities as a supplementary tool for vocabulary enhancement in the
context of Information Technology education. The findings of this study will contribute to the
growing body of literature on innovative language learning strategies tailored to specialized fields
like information technology. Additionally, the results will offer practical insights for educators and
curriculum developers seeking evidence-based approaches to address the unique language learning
needs of students in technical disciplines.
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XaJapIKapajiblK aKNaAPaATThIK TEXHOJIOTHAJIAP YHUBEPCUTETIHIH CTYIEHTTEPiHiH CO3/1iK KOPbIH
MOCTEPJIiK NMpe3eHTauus JAici APKbLIBI KeTUIAIPYAiH THIMALTITi

AngaTtna. byn Makanaga XamnblKapajiblK aKHapaTThIK TEXHOJOTUSJIAp YHHUBEPCUTETIHIH
CTYICHTTEPIHIH CO3/IiK KOPBIH KETUIAIPY MaKcaThlHAA IMOCTEPIIK MPE3CHTAIUSHBI KOJIaHYIbIH
TUIMIUTITT 3€pTTeNreH. byn 3eprrey JKYMbICHI OapiblFbl TOPT TOMNTHI KaMTBIAbL, OJap/bIH
OpKaNCBICHI SKCIIEPUMEHTTIK TONKA HeMece Oakbuiay TOOBIHA Ke3/IeHCOK ipiKTey o1iciMeH OeiHreH
15 cTyneHTTeH Typajbl. DKCepUMEHTTIK Ton IT-TepMuHONOrUsIFa GarbITTalFaH MMOCTEP Kacayibl
KaMTHUTBIH TallChIpMaJIapMEH >KYMBIC icTefi, ail 0aKbuiay TOOBI AOCTYPIIi 9ICTEPMEH CO3JIK KOPBIH
keHelTynl kesnmeni. Ce3mik KOPBIH MEHrepy JCHreunepiH Oaranay yoiiH OapiblK TOPT TOIKA
CTaHJApPTTAJFaH CO3/MIK ChIHAKTAPBIHAH TYPAThIH ANJBIH ajla XKOHE KeWiHri Oaramay >Kypri3iiui.
CraTucTHKaNBIK Talgay SKCIEPUMEHTTIK XKoHe 0aKbliay TONTAphl apachIHAAFbl TECTUIEyre NeHiHT1
KOHE KEWIHT1 HOTHIKENEpJi CAJBICTHIPY VIIH MalJalaHbUIIBI, COHBIMEH KaTap CO3MiK KOPIbI
WeJeHy JIeHTeHiHAeri Ke3 KelnreH OacTamkbl albIpMalIbUIBIKTap eckepineni. byn wakana
CTYICHTETPAIH CO3/iK KOPBIHBIH 6CYiHIH OOBEKTUBTI OJIIeMAepiHe Ha3ap ayJapa OTHIPHII, CAaH]IbIK
3epTTey OMICIH KaTaH YCTaHafbl. 3epTTEyIiH MakcaTbl AKNApaTTHIK TEXHOJOTHSIAPABI OKBITY
KOHTEKCTIHZE CO3[IK KOpPBIH KEHEHTYHIH KOCBIMIIA Kypajbl peTiHAe TOoCTep Kacay
TarChIpMaNapbIHbIH THIMJILIITT Typajibl SMIUPUKAIIBIK AePEKTEPIi Oepy OOJbIN TaObLIaabI.

Byn 3eprreyniH HOTIKeNepi «AKMApaTTHIK TEXHOJOTHSIIAPY CHAKTHI MaMaHIaHABIPbUTFaH
canajapra OarbITTallFaH IIETeN TUIH YHpPEHYIiH WHHOBAlMSJIBIK CTpaTerusuiapbl OONBIHIIA
YCHIHBUTFAH FHUTBIMHU KYMBICTap/IbIH KeJieMiHe bIKmai erei. COHBIMEH KaTap, albIHFaH HOTHKeEIEep
TEXHUKAIBIK MaMaHJBIK CTYACHTTEPiHIH MIeTeN TuIl YHpeHyAiH Oiperell KaKeTTUIKTEpPiH
KAaHaFraTTaHJBIPy YILIIH FBUIBIMUA HETI3JENreH TOCUIAepl 13A€UTIH OKBITYUIbIJIAp MEH OKY
OarapiaManapblH jkacayllibuiapFa MPakTHKAIBIK akmapaT Oepe/ii.

KinT ce3aep: nocrep xacay, OKbITY, YHPEHY, aFbUIIIBIH T1JI1, CO3/IIK KOP, CTYJICHTTED.
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(P PexkTHBHOCTHL METOJa NOCTEPHON NMPe3eHTALMHU 110 PACIIMPEHHIO CJIOBAPHOIO 3anaca
CTYAEeHTOB MeKIyHAPOAHOI0 YHUBEPCUTETAa HH(POPMALMOHHBIX TEXHOJIOTHH

AHHoTauusl. B nanHoOil crartbe uccaenyercs >PQPEeKTUBHOCTh HCIOIb30BAHUS MOCTEPHOU
IIPE3EHTAlMK JUIs YJIy4YIIEeHUs CIIOBApHOTO 3amaca CTYACHTOB MEXIyHapOIHOTO YHUBEPCHUTETA
MH(POPMAIMOHHBIX TeXHONOTUH. MccnenoBanue cocpeoToueHO Ha BBIOOPKE M3 YeThIpeX TPy,
KaXJasi M3 KOTOPBIX COCTOMT W3 15 CTyneHTOB, ciiydallHBIM 00pa3oM pacrpeieleHHBbIX B
HKCHEPUMEHTAIBHYIO IPYIIY WIK B KOHTPOJBHYIO TPYMITy. DKCIIEpUMEHTalbHas Tpymmna padboTaer
CO CTPYKTYPHPOBAaHHBIMHU YIPAKHEHUSAMH IO CO3JAHUIO IOCTEPOB, cOCpenoTouyeHHbIMH Ha IT-
TEPMUHOJIOTHH, B TO BpeMs KaK KOHTpPOJIbHAS TpyIIa MolydaeT oO0ydeHHe CIOBApHOMY 3amacy
TPAaJUIMOHHBIMM MeToAaMH. JIJIsl OLEHKH YCBOEHHS CIIOBAPHOTO 3allaca BCEM YETBIPEM IpyIIIaM
OyayT TpoBeleHbl  IpelBapUTElbHbIE M  TOCIEAYIOUIMEe  OLEHKH,  COCTOSAIIME U3
CTaH/IaPTU3UPOBAHHBIX CIIOBApHBIX TecToB. CTaTUCTUYECKUI aHamu3 OyIeT HMCIOIb30BaThCs IS
CpPaBHEHUs PE3YJIBTATOB 10 U II0CIE TECTUPOBAHMS MEXKIY DKCIEPUMEHTAIbHOM U KOHTPOJIBHOU
rpynamu, Ipyu 3ToM OyIyT yYUTHIBAThCS JOObIE NIEPBOHAYAIBHBIE PA3JIMYUs B YPOBHE BIIAJCHUS
CIIOBapHBIM 3alacoM. OJTa CTaTbsd CTPOrO0 NPUJEPKUBAETCS KOJMYECTBEHHON METOJI0JIOTHH,
(bokycupysicb Ha OOBEKTUBHBIX U3MEPEHMSIX MPUPOCTa CIoBapHOro 3amaca. llenblo nccienoBaHus
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ABJISICTCS IPEJOCTABIEHUE SMIIMPUUYECKHUX JaHHBIX 00 3()(EeKTUBHOCTH JIEATEIBHOCTH 110 CO3JJaHUIO
IIOCTEPOB B KA4yeCTBE JOINOJHUTEIBHOIO HMHCTPYMEHTA JUIsl pacIIMpEHHs CIOBAapHOIoO 3araca B
KOHTEKCTE 00y4eHUsI THPOPMALMOHHBIM TEXHOJIOTHSIM.

Pe3ynpTaThl 3TOrOo uCCleOBaHMS BHECYT BKJIAaJ B pacTylluid oO0bEM JMTEpaTyphl IO
HWHHOBAIIUOHHBIM CTPATCrudM M3YUCHUA A3bIKa, aAdallITUPOBAHHBIM K CICHUAIIU3UPOBAHHBIM
obyacTsiM, TakuM Kak HH(pOpMalMOHHbIE TexHoioruu. Kpome Toro, pesyiabTaTtbl JamyT
MPAaKTUYECKYI0 MH(POPMALIMIO MPEroaBaTeNsiM U pa3paboTyrKaM Y4eOHBIX MPOrpamMm, KOTOPHIE
UILYT HAay4HO OOOCHOBAaHHbIE IOAXOJbl JAJS YJOBJICTBOPEHHS YHHMKAJIBbHBIX HOTpeOHOCTEH B
HU3YUCHUMU A3bIKA CTYJCHTOB TCXHUYCCKUX CHCHH&HBHOCTCﬁ.

KiroueBble ciioBa: co3jaHue IOCTEPOB, NPENOJABaHUE, U3YyYEHHE, AHITIUICKUM S3BIK,
CJIOBAPHBIN 3a11ac, CTYICHTBHI.

Introduction

In an increasingly interconnected global landscape, proficiency in English has become
imperative for students pursuing higher education, particularly in specialized fields like information
technology (IT). Effective communication skills, underpinned by a rich and precise vocabulary, are
crucial for students seeking success in academic endeavors and professional contexts [1]. However,
the challenge of acquiring domain-specific terminology poses a substantial hurdle, particularly for
intermediate-level learners in technical disciplines [2]. Traditional vocabulary instruction methods
may fall short in addressing the nuanced linguistic demands of fields like IT, where precise
terminology and contextual comprehension are paramount [3].

This research endeavors to address this challenge by exploring an innovative pedagogical
approach: the integration of poster-making activities into vocabulary instruction for intermediate-
level IT students. Poster-making, as an active learning strategy, capitalizes on the visual and hands-
on nature of the medium to engage learners in the creation of informative and visually appealing
displays [4]. This approach has demonstrated effectiveness in diverse educational contexts,
promoting deeper understanding, knowledge retention, and creativity [5].

The chosen poster-making topics are thoughtfully curated to align with the educational and
professional interests of International Information Technology University (I11TU) students. These
topics encompass a spectrum of relevant themes, from the challenges of higher education in
Kazakhstan to the intricacies of academic integrity and the importance of soft skills and emotional
intelligence in the modern workforce. Furthermore, the posters will delve into critical issues such as
effective study skills, technological trends in communication, and the implications of globalization
in Kazakhstan. Each of these subjects not only enriches the vocabulary of the students but also
fosters a deeper understanding of pertinent issues in their academic and professional journey.

By incorporating this technique into language instruction, this study aims to bridge the gap
between conventional vocabulary acquisition methods and the specialized linguistic demands of the
IT domain. The integration of visual elements, coupled with the active engagement inherent in
poster creation, may offer a more holistic and immersive learning experience for students,
potentially resulting in enhanced vocabulary retention and application [6].

Moreover, this research contributes to the broader discourse on effective language instruction
for students in technical fields. While existing studies have examined various pedagogical
approaches to language learning, the integration of poster-making as a supplementary tool remains
an underexplored avenue within this context [7]. This study aims to fill this gap by rigorously
evaluating the impact of poster-making activities on the vocabulary acquisition of intermediate-
IITU students.

This research addresses a critical need in language instruction for students in technical
disciplines, proposing an innovative approach to vocabulary enhancement through poster-making
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activities. By investigating the effectiveness of this method, this study contributes valuable insights
that may inform language educators, curriculum designers, and practitioners seeking evidence-
based strategies to meet the unique linguistic demands of IT students. The subsequent sections of
this paper will delineate the research methodology, present a thorough review of the relevant
literature, and outline the anticipated contributions and implications of the study.

Literature review

The integration of innovative pedagogical strategies to enhance language proficiency among
Information Technology students in technical fields has garnered increasing attention in recent
years. As the demand for English language proficiency continues to rise in the global academic and
professional landscape, targeted approaches are needed to address the specific linguistic challenges
faced by students in disciplines such as Information Technology.

Poster-Making as an Active Learning Strategy

Poster-making, as an active learning strategy, has shown promise in a variety of educational
contexts. Some researchers emphasize the value of visual and hands-on activities in engaging
learners and promoting deeper understanding. This approach encourages students to actively
synthesize information, select key points, and present them in a visually appealing format. Rao and
Monroe (2000) further emphasize that poster-making fosters creativity and critical thinking,
enhancing both content retention and presentation skills [8].

In the context of language instruction, incorporating poster-making activities offers a dynamic
platform for vocabulary acquisition. Most educators underscore the effectiveness of visual aids in
language learning, highlighting how they can reinforce word associations and provide contextual
cues. By actively engaging in the creation of informative displays, students are more likely to
internalize and retain new vocabulary.

Challenges in Vocabulary Acquisition for IT Students

For students in technical disciplines, such as IT, acquiring domain-specific terminology
presents a notable challenge. Liu & Song (2019) note that specialized fields demand a higher degree
of linguistic precision, making it imperative for students to master a specialized lexicon. The
nuances of IT terminology require a focused and targeted approach to vocabulary instruction, which
may not be adequately addressed through conventional methods alone [9]. Some researchers also
underscore the importance of contextual comprehension, emphasizing that the ability to discern
subtle differences in terminology is essential for effective communication in technical domains
[10].

Addressing Vocabulary Acquisition through Poster-Making

The choice of poster-making topics in this study is particularly pertinent to the educational
and professional interests of IT students. These topics encompass a range of subjects, from higher
education issues in Kazakhstan to global technological trends, all of which are directly relevant to
the students’ academic and career trajectories. The selection of topics aligns with the principles of
task-based language teaching, providing learners with meaningful and authentic opportunities to
apply language skills in real-world contexts [11].

Furthermore, the incorporation of evaluation criteria, encompassing coverage and structure,
language proficiency, presentation skills, design, and adherence to deadlines, ensures a
comprehensive assessment of the effectiveness of the poster-making activities. This multifaceted
approach to evaluation aligns with the principles of task-based assessment, which emphasizes
holistic and authentic measures of language proficiency [12].

Therefore, integration of poster-making activities offers a promising avenue for enhancing
vocabulary proficiency among intermediate-level IT students. By addressing the specific linguistic
demands of technical disciplines, this approach complements conventional vocabulary instruction
methods. The curated selection of poster-making topics, coupled with a rigorous evaluation
framework, aims to provide a meaningful and engaging learning experience for participants. The
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subsequent sections of this paper will delineate the research methodology, present the findings, and
discuss the implications and contributions of this study.

Research methods and materials

The quantitative methodology employed in this research aims to rigorously examine the
effectiveness of structured poster-making activities as a supplementary tool for vocabulary
enhancement among intermediate-level International Information Technology students. This section
elucidates the research design, participant selection, instruments, procedures, and analytical
techniques, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of the methodological framework guiding the
study. By adopting a systematic approach, this methodology facilitates a nuanced exploration of the
intervention's impact, enabling researchers to draw evidence-based conclusions and contribute
valuable insights to the existing literature on innovative language learning strategies tailored to
specialized fields such as IT education.

Hypothesis. We hypothesize that International Information Technology University (11TU)
students exposed to structured poster-making exercises centered around IT-related terminology will
demonstrate a significantly greater enhancement in vocabulary proficiency compared to those who
receive conventional vocabulary instruction through traditional methods. By engaging students in a
hands-on, visual, and interactive approach through poster-making, we anticipate that they will not
only memorize but also internalize the specialized vocabulary more effectively. This experiential
method is expected to provide a more contextualized learning experience, facilitating deeper
understanding and retention of IT-specific terminology. Consequently, the quantitative analysis of
pre- and post-assessment scores will reveal a pronounced difference in vocabulary gains between
the treatment and control groups, underscoring the potential efficacy of poster presentations as an
innovative pedagogical tool for vocabulary enhancement in technical education settings.

Research Design. A pre-test post-test control group design facilitates the evaluation of the
causal relationship between the intervention (poster-making activities) and vocabulary acquisition.
This design allows for the comparison of vocabulary gains across four distinct groups, thereby
providing empirical evidence on the efficacy of the poster-making method within the context of IT
education. The structured design ensures internal validity, enabling researchers to draw meaningful
conclusions regarding the impact of the intervention on vocabulary proficiency levels.

Participants. The research sample consists of 60 intermediate-level International Information
Technology students, strategically divided into four equal groups: Treatment Group 1 (T1),
Treatment Group 2 (T2), Control Group 1 (C1), and Control Group 2 (C2). Each group comprises
15 participants, selected based on specific criteria such as academic level, English proficiency, and
willingness to participate in the study. Random assignment ensures that participants are evenly
distributed across groups, minimizing selection bias and enhancing the generalizability of the
findings.

Instruments. The primary data collection instrument comprises standardized vocabulary tests,
meticulously designed to assess proficiency in IT-related terminology compiled by teachers
respectively. These tests incorporate a variety of question formats, including multiple-choice, fill-
in-the-blank, and matching questions, ensuring comprehensive coverage of the targeted vocabulary.
The tests undergo rigorous validation procedures to ensure reliability and validity, thereby
enhancing the credibility and robustness of the quantitative data collected.

Structured Poster-Making Guidelines. A set of structured guidelines governs the poster-
making activities conducted by Treatment Groups 1 and 2. These guidelines outline the objectives,
materials, procedures, and assessment criteria, ensuring consistency and comparability across
poster-making sessions. The structured approach facilitates the replication of the intervention and
enables researchers to evaluate the fidelity of implementation, thereby enhancing the internal
validity of the study.
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Procedures: Pre-Test. Prior to the commencement of the intervention, all participants undergo
a standardized pre-test to establish baseline vocabulary proficiency levels. The pre-test serves as a
benchmark for evaluating vocabulary gains post-intervention, enabling researchers to quantify the
effectiveness of the poster-making method in enhancing vocabulary acquisition among IT students.

Intervention Phase. During the intervention phase, Treatment Groups 1 and 2 engage in
structured poster-making exercises focused on IT-related terminology. Facilitators provide
guidance, feedback, and necessary resources to support the poster-making process, ensuring
adherence to the predefined guidelines and objectives. Concurrently, Control Groups 1 and 2
receive vocabulary instruction through conventional methods or computer-assisted language
learning software, following their respective instructional protocols.

Post-Test. Upon completion of the intervention phase, all participants undergo a standardized
post-test administered under controlled conditions. The post-test assesses vocabulary proficiency
levels post-intervention, facilitating a comparative analysis of vocabulary gains across the treatment
and control groups. The post-test instrument aligns with the pre-test, ensuring consistency and
enabling researchers to quantify the magnitude of vocabulary enhancement attributable to the
intervention.

Data Analysis. The quantitative data analysis encompasses a multifaceted approach to
evaluate the effectiveness of the poster-making method in enhancing vocabulary proficiency among
IT students.

Ethical Considerations. Ethical considerations remain paramount throughout the research
process, necessitating meticulous attention to participant rights, confidentiality, and informed
consent procedures. Participants are provided with comprehensive information regarding the study's
objectives, procedures, potential risks, and benefits, ensuring informed decision-making and
voluntary participation. Confidentiality protocols are rigorously implemented to safeguard
participants' personal information, utilizing secure data storage and encryption methods to protect
sensitive data from unauthorized access or disclosure. Additionally, anonymity measures are
employed to mitigate potential biases and protect participants' identities, thereby fostering trust and
transparency in the research relationship. Ethical guidelines established by English teachers or
ethical review committees are strictly adhered to, ensuring compliance with ethical standards and
regulatory requirements governing human subject research. Continuous monitoring and ethical
oversight throughout the research process prioritize participant welfare, integrity, and respect,
reinforcing the ethical integrity and credibility of the research methodology employed in the study.

While the quantitative methodology provides a robust framework for evaluating the
effectiveness of structured poster-making activities in enhancing vocabulary proficiency among IT
students, several limitations warrant consideration. These include potential confounding variables,
sample size constraints, contextual specificity, and generalizability issues, which may influence the
external validity and interpretability of the research findings. Additionally, the short-term nature of
the intervention and the focus on a specific cohort of IT students may limit the extrapolation of
results to broader educational contexts or long-term language learning outcomes. Furthermore,
variations in instructional delivery, facilitator expertise, and participant engagement across groups
could introduce unintended biases or inconsistencies, thereby affecting the reliability and validity of
the study findings. Acknowledging these limitations underscores the need for cautious interpretation
and prudent application of the research findings, emphasizing the importance of future research
endeavors to address these constraints and enhance the methodological rigor and applicability of
empirical evidence in the field of IT education.

Using the quantitative methodology adopted in this research employs a pre-test post-test
control group design, standardized instruments, rigorous procedures, and advanced analytical
techniques to investigate the effectiveness of structured poster-making activities as a supplementary
tool for vocabulary enhancement among intermediate-level International Information Technology
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students. By adhering to ethical considerations and acknowledging potential limitations, this study
aims to contribute empirical evidence to the growing body of literature on innovative language
learning strategies tailored to specialized fields like IT education, thereby informing educational
practices, curriculum development, and future research endeavors in the domain.

Results and discussion

The participants of this study were first year Digital Transformation Faculty students who
were studying “LAN6001A Academic English - Intermediate level” at IIITU. Quantitative data
included the reports of instructors who were working with those students. This study was comprised
of 4 Intermediate level groups, two control and two treatment groups. This was a small-scale
representation of teaching English language by employing poster-making activities on the
vocabulary proficiency of intermediate-level International Information Technology Students.
Before the experiment we had formulated the poster-making guidelines and it was uploaded to
platonus.iitu.edu.kz platform for students (Figure 1).

Poster Contest Title: Current issues and trends

Objectives: raise the students’ awareness of the surrounding world, develop their

intrapersonal and interpersonal intelligence, Academic English language skills,
creativity, information search and processing, logical thinking, presentation and
.. ” problem-solving skills.
->

== The Poster presentation should center around some/any of the following toples:

ces

— 1) Higher education in Kazakhstan: issues and trends

..... 2) Effective study skills: what, how, why (not)
3) Academic integrity: to cheat or not to cheat

- 4) Soft skills: what, how, why
5) Emotional intelligence (what, how, why)
6) Globalization in KZ: issues and trends/problems and prospects/pros and cons
-y 7) Technological trends in communication

e g
Format: individual

Figure 1 — Poster-making activity

Sixty participants of this study were randomly assigned to either the treatment or control
condition. The treatment group engages in structured poster-making exercises centered around IT-
related terminology, while the control group receives conventional employing poster-making
activities on the vocabulary proficiency of intermediate-level International Information Technology
Students vocabulary instruction through traditional methods. Pre- and post-assessments, consisting
of standardized vocabulary tests, were administered to all four groups to measure vocabulary
acquisition. Statistical analysis was employed to compare the pre- and post-test scores between the
treatment and control groups, while controlling for any initial differences in vocabulary proficiency.

The participants were suggested several topics for their posters. They were highlighted in the
Poster-making guidelines as well. The topics which were covered were the followings:

1) Higher education in Kazakhstan: issues and trends;

2) Effective study skills: what, how, why (not);

3) Academic integrity: to cheat or not to cheat;

4) Soft skills: what, how, why;

5) Emotional intelligence (what, how, why);

6) Globalization in KZ: issues and trends/problems and prospects/pros and cons;

7) Technological trends in communication.

The treatment group participants worked with this poster-making activity 13 weeks. The steps
and stages were covered in the guidelines as well (Figure 2).
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Timelines:
Week Stages
1-2 | Choice of the topic
3-6 | Searching for information about the chosen topic
7 | Poster portfolio submission
¢ 9-10 | Processing the selected information
11-12 | Poster presentation drafting and editing
I3 | Poster presentation

Evaluation criteria;
1) coverage and structure; 2) language (grammar accuracy/complexity and vocabulary
range); 3) presentation skills; 4) design and creativity; 5) deadlines

Figure 2 — Poster-making stages

In week #1, students were offered several topics for the poster making contest. They talked
about the factors that influenced their choice of topic in week #2. Learners had to speak about their
choice of poster theme for around two minutes. After, they worked with searching for information
on it. It took three weeks. They read a variety of online publications, including research articles and
news reports, etc. More value and focus are given to the poster portfolio submission when the issues
and trends (or problems and prospects/pros and cons) were analyzed by a student. They completed
this step in week #7. Students received comments and suggestions from their groupmates and
teacher during the poster portfolio presentation. They got two weeks (weeks #9-10) to process this
information once again. Students showed the group the preliminary versions of the posters in week
#12. The finished posters were shown during the thirteenth week of the IITU Language
Department's English Week.

This research strictly adhered to a quantitative methodology, focusing on objective
measurements of vocabulary gains. The study aimed to provide empirical evidence regarding the
effectiveness of poster-making activities as a supplementary tool for vocabulary enhancement in the
context of international information technology education.

During the 1st attestation of Academic Year 20232024, four groups of 1st year students from
Digital Transformation Faculty enrolled in Academic English Intermediate level. The evaluation
parameters of the learners comprised of different components, and it included vocabulary
range/relevance as well. The syllabus covered “Higher education; Effective study skills” modules
which were offered in the 1st attestation of Fall semester. A sample of 60 undergraduate students
(Information System/IS 1&2 treatment groups, Security of Information System /SIS 3&4-control
groups) worked with the suggested topics starting from September 4, 2023, till December 1, 2023.
The participants were randomly assigned to either the treatment groups, which engaged in
structured case study activities, or the control groups, which received traditional instructional
methods.

Treatment groups students’ posters were posted on IITU Microsoft Teams group chat. While
working with the posters, learners used their active vocabulary and presented them to their
groupmates in week #13. First of all, we would like to point out that the posters were well-designed
and covered the topics and issues mentioned in the Poster-making guidelines (Figure 3).
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Figure 3 — Posters on 11 TU Microsoft Teams platform

Next, if we look at the results of pre/post-tests we can see that there is a slight improvement in
the usage of vocabulary. Students were given a vocabulary pre/post-test consisting of twenty
questions. There were 15 multiple choice and 5 open-ended questions where students had to type
the suitable words. The range of scores for the pre-test was 12,2 to 13,4 while the scores for the
post-test were 13,4 to 16,8. There was an increase of 1,2 to 3,4 points in the students' results (Table
1).

Table 1 — Pre/Post-test results

Groups Pre-test Post-test Increase
IS1 13,4 (67%) | 16,8 (84%) | 3,4 (17%)
IS 2 12,6 (63%) | 15,8 (79%) | 3,2 (16%)
SIS 3 13,4 (67%) | 15,4 (77%) | 2 (10%)
SIS 4 12,2 (61%) | 13,4 (67%) | 1,2 (6%)

The above increases in scores indicated that students' lexical knowledge had significantly
increased (Figure 4). Thus, it can be underlined that IT students' vocabulary knowledge is positively
impacted by poster-making exercises.

20
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5 | | 9

o
1Is1 152 SiIs3 sis4

Figure 4 — Results of pre/post-test designs

Overall, we can notice that students completed pre/post-tests on their vocabulary and the
results are highlighted on the graphs. During the study, poster-making activity was used to improve
students' vocabulary. Each participant in this experiment demonstrated a notable growth in their
vocabulary. Additionally, we would like to underline that students’ content knowledge and English
proficiency enhanced when the given active vocabulary was taught through poster creating
activities. As a result, students were able to comprehend the vocabulary terms in a variety of
settings and develop a thorough comprehension of them.
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Conclusion

The integration of poster-making activities into vocabulary instruction for intermediate-level
IT students has demonstrated notable potential in enhancing language proficiency. This innovative
approach addresses the nuanced linguistic demands of the IT field, providing students with a
dynamic platform for active learning and vocabulary acquisition. The curated selection of topics,
aligned with the students' educational and professional interests, ensures meaningful engagement
and relevance in their academic pursuits.

Furthermore, the evaluation criteria encompassing coverage, language proficiency,
presentation skills, design, and adherence to deadlines offer a comprehensive assessment of the
effectiveness of the poster-making activities. This multifaceted approach to evaluation enhances the
authenticity and relevance of the language learning experience.

Suggestions for Future Research

While this study provides valuable insights into the effectiveness of poster-making activities
in vocabulary enhancement, there remain avenues for further exploration. Future research could
delve deeper into the specific impact of visual elements and hands-on engagement in vocabulary
retention. Additionally, investigating the potential influence of individual learning styles and
cultural backgrounds on the efficacy of this approach would offer valuable insights for tailored
language instruction in diverse educational settings. Furthermore, longitudinal studies tracking the
long-term retention of acquired vocabulary through poster-making activities could provide a more
comprehensive understanding of its lasting impact on language proficiency.
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